ARM THE SPIRIT 


A REVOLUTIONARY PRISONERS NEWSPAPER 


“Settle your quarrels, come together, understand the reality of our situation, 
understand that fascism is already here, that people are already dying who could 
be saved, that generations more will die or live poor butchered half-lives if you fail 
to act. Do what must be done, discover your humanity and your love in revolu- 
tion. Pass on the torch. Join us, give up your life for the people.” 


a project of 


PONTIAC 
BROTHERS 
ACQUITTED 


State prosecutors in Chicago ad- 
mitted total defeat in their plan to 
lynch sixteen Black prisoners and 
dropped all charges against six of 
the Pontiac Brothers on June 1, the 
day their trial was to have beaun. 

Less than a month before, on May 
9, ten Brothers who were tried 
first were acquitted of all charges 
by a jury of seven Blacks and five 
whites. 

The courtroom, nacked with the 
Brothers' supporters, erupted with 
cheers when Illinois prosecutors 
withdrew murder and conspiracy char- 
ges against six Brothers originally 
indicted for the death of three 
white prison guards in the July, 
1978 Pontiac Prison rebellion. 

Supporters had launched a letter 
and telegram campaign to Illinois 
Governor James Thompson, demanding 
"No second trial" and "Safety for 
the Pontiac Brothers," immediately 
following the acquittal of the ten. 

These demands, were put forward by 
demonstrators in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco June 1. In San Francisco, 
chantina picketers marched into the 
State Building and posted banners in 
the hallways demanding freedom for 
the Pontiac Brothers and opposing 
genocidal attacks on Black prisoners 
in California, including the tear- 
gassing and beating of prisoners in 
their cells in San Quentin in April. 
Two demonstrators were arrested when 
California state police tried to 
force the demonstrators outside. 

Thompson and Illinois state and 
prison officials had tried to use 
the attempted frame-up to send a 
clear message to all Black prison- 
ers: resistance to racist and gen- 
ocidal prisons would be met by mass 
executions. The Pontiac case was 
the largest civilian mass death pen- 
alty trial in U.S. history. i 


The Pontiac rebellion--an uprising 


against bad food, overcrowding, lack 
of health care, and racist brutality 
and harassment by guards openly or- 
ganized by the Ku Klux Klan--was 
followed by an eight-month lockdown 
of the prison while the state con- 
ducted its "investigation." Illi- 
nois Department of Law Enforcement 
(IDLE) .investigators threatened 
prisoners with death penalty indict- 
ments themselves if they didn't tes- 
tify. Other testimony was bought 
with paroles, transfers out, and 
$75,000 cash payments to prisoners. 
In March, 1979 an all-white grand 
jury handed down indictments against 
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Regional Young Adult Project 


—George Jackson, prison organizer/revolutionary, 
assassinated by San Quentin guards August 21, 1971. 
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ATLANTA MEANS GENOCIDE 


We urge New Afrikans in the u.s. 
not to be. taken in by the fact a 
Black man, Wayne Williams, was ar- 
rested, questioned and listed as a 
prime suspect in the murders of our 
children in Atlanta. 

After being designated as a prime 
suspect, Williams was released be- 
cause of insufficient evidence. 

With police tails and media escorts 
following every move, he filed a 
lawsuit to stop the hounding. Po- 
lice started blaming each other for 
"blowing the case," giving the dis- 
tinct impression the next move will 
be an announcement something like- 
"we are sure he is the man but be- 
cause of legal technicalities we are 
unable to prosecute him. The mur- 
ders will probably never be legally 
solved." 

(Since this was written, Witttama =" 
was re-arrested and charged with 
committing "at least one” of the 
Atlanta murders on the pasts of 
fibers taken from his kome alleged- 
ly matching some found on the 
vietim. ) 

We are not saying the man is inno- 
cent, because we have long recog- 
nized the possibility the killers 
may be Black--at the same time we 
recognized the probability the cops 
have a definite need to arrest and 
convict a Black person, regardless 
of guilt or innocence. We under- 
stood the government's need to do 
this over a year ago, and it is an 
even more pressing need now that the 
Atlanta murders are on the minds of 
virtually every New Afrikan in the 
u.S., who are more and more begin- 
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Coalition of Concerned Black Women protests Atlanta murders on Mother’s Day, May 10, in Brooklyn, N.Y. 


ning to connect government sanc- 
tions, if not outright active parti- 
cipation, in the rapidly rising oc- 
currences of racial attacks every- 
where in the country, with the real- 
ity of war being perpetrated against 
us. 

ARM THE SPIRIT rejects the pres- 
sure being applied to the govern- 
ment to find the killer(s) and re- 
veal the truth to the public, since 
we share the view of most New Afri- 
kans that it is in some way connect- 
ed to the murders. Instead, we in- 
sist on putting our own resources 
into an investigation of our own to 
come up with the truth and the kill- 
ers--whoever they may be. 

Calling on the government to do 
for us what we can do for ourselves 


is in the first. place kaagi t. p i 
n F. 


oup toráT dependence on a 


“we know very well to be contemptu- 
ous of us, dominating us with their 
guns, their lies, their money, and 
their paid black agents. 

The war being waged against us is 
one of national oppression and gen- 
ocide. It takes on many forms, but 
always with the same goal in mind. 
The government has not stopped its 
COINTELPRO: operations in the u.s. 
It has in fact stepped up its func- 
tions if anything, and people are 
beginning to see this truth. And, 
while bullets are still very much 
a part of this warfare, it is by no 
means all of it. 

The murders in Atlanta have 
brought about a certain degree of 
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naticnal consciousness among New Af- 
rikan people and it is important 
that it not be diverted by the ar- 
rest and probable conviction of a 
Black person for the murders of our 
children. Police have said the 
circumstantial evidence they have 
only links the suspect to SOME of 
the dead children, and what evidence 
they do have is not enough to hold 
him in jail. We are not alleging 
the arrest is a setup, but we aren't 
accepting the "case closed" garbage 
we've had thrown at us in the past, 
either. ‘ 

Our fear is that the Atlanta mur- 
ders will aét the same whitewashing 
as the assassinations of Malcolm X; 
Martin Luther King, and George Jack- 
son; the mass murders in Jonestown; 
destruction of the Black Panther 
Party; and the murder/ imprisonment. 
of the Black Liberation Army. -The 
u.s. government was heavily involved 
in all of these acts, as well as the 
coverup that followed. We do not 
need any more whitewashing. What 
we need is the truth, and we need to 
go out and get it for ourselves. 


Many unarmed Black men, women and 
children have been gunned down by 
racist cops who have been freed by 
racist courts all over the u.s. 

Each incident is an act of war car- 
ried out against Black people, and 
each exoneration is an expression 
that it is perfectly okay to conduct 
such warfare. Courts ARE a part of 
the government, and their real task 
is to legitimize the system they 

are an inseparable part of. 

The forced sterilization our women 
have had imposed.on them from govern- 
mental policy stéms from the fact 
that there is a war qoing on right 
here in amerika, and preventing the 
birth of children to ensure our fu- 
ture is simply another tactic in 
the overall war strategy. 

The nationwide campaign to impris- 
on New Afrikans, particularly the 
young ones, is an extension of COIN- 
TELPRO to kill off any possibilities 
of the Black Liberation Movement re- 
emerging to a position of strength. 
So important is that objective 
hundreds of new jails and prisons 
are being built across the country; 
Jails and prisons meant to hold our 
children as young as 13 and 14 years 
old for their entire lives. As the 
government continues to round up 
young children for life imprisonment, 
the shortage of men our communities 
have been talking about for years js 
sure to become even more acute. 

The influx of hard and dangerous 
drugs into our communities is no ac- 
cident either. Government partici- 
pation in that program is well known, 
but must be mentioned as yet another 
method in the conduct of the war. 

None of these areas, by themselves, 
constitute a deadly threat to our 
existence. But it is precisely at 
this point we must understand that, 
taken TOGETHER, they amount to a 
formidable enemy that is systemati- 
cally eating away at us; tearing us 
down for the final destruction. And 
we must understand that amerika is 
so politically and economically di- 
verse that it is perfectly capable 
of employing these and many other 
SEEMINGLY isolated, but in fact, 
united methods of carrying out its 
warfare -- from its genocide against 
8lack people inside its borders, to 
aiving support to Israel and South 
Africa to carry ou 
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NEW AFRIKAN FREEDOM FIGHTER DAY 


HONORING 


The Black Liberation Army 
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For millions of Black people in 


America, the preservation of their : 
families has become a day to day 


struggle. Fascism is on the rise 
and Black communities are being 
strangled with racist terror, police 
violence and murder. The oppressed 
Black nation is at war and the need 
for a Black Liberation Army is 
clearer than ever before. 

In Buffalo, New York, hearts of 
three Black men were cut out. In 
Alabama, a young Black man was hang- 
ed from a tree. In Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, fourteen Black women were 
strangled and stuffed in garbage 
cans.. In Atlanta, Georgia, twenty- 
eight Black children have been mys- 
teriously murdered. In the Bush- 
wick section of Brooklyn, New York, 
three young brothers were viciously 
gunned .down by police. 

Nothing is more precious to New 
Afrikan Freedom Fighters inside the 
U.S.A. than the protection and fu- 
ture of theif children. Picking up 
the gun by these comrades to guard 
this future has raised the battle 
cry that one day New Afrikans will 
have the freedom. to control their 
own destiny and will enjoy the 
fruits of a better state, a better 
world, free from.racism, monopoly 
capitalism and imperialism. 

The struggle for liberation by New 
Afrikans has a history and tradition 
that evolved from the time of Euro- 
pean imperialism and colonization of 
Afrikan captives of war in America. 
New Afrikans' survival has always 
been predicated on our ability to 
resist and to struggle against do- 


on the African continent. 


Our call to not rely on the gov- 
ernment for solving the Atlanta 
murders is rooted in its Program of 
War against us. We can see the lies 
that rationalize our condition and 
relationship to this country in our 
everyday lives when we look at our 
medical, educational, housing, jobs, 
clothing and food needs. To believe 
it is suddenly going to get honest 
and deliver us the truth about war 


“and genocide is putting our necks in 


the noose. 

Getting out and doing it ourselves 
is an expression of self-reliance... 
the capacity to think and do for 
ourselves. It is a conscious act of 
being independent of a government 
that has been so much a part of our 
oppression during the 400 years our 
people have been on this continent. 
It even goes down to our national 
dignity and respectability before 
the world. 

Until we do begin doing things on 
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The COMMITTEE TO HONOR NEW AFRIKAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS calls for a a 
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mestic campaigns of terror, murder, 
economic exploitation and political 
oppression. 

July 16th marks the anniversary of 
another year of struggle of New Af- 
rikans' Freedom Fighter Assata Sha- 
kur. By honoring Assata- on her 
birthday, we also express our love 
for and solidarity with the Black 
Liberation Army. 

During the late sixties many Black 
women joined the ranks of the thou- 
sands of Black Freedom Fighters 
within the borders of the United 
States. These women made a total 
commitment to the Black Liberation 
Struggle. In making this commit- 
ment they gave up the illusion of 
the American dream; they gave up 
the American glamorous career gir] 
lifestyle. Instead, they adopted 
the lifestyle of the New Afrikan 
revolutionary woman. They dedicated 
thetr lives to the struggle of their 
people for liberation by any means 
necessary. 

From among those ranks*of revolu- 
tionary Black women emerged New Af- 
rikans' beloved sister Assata Sha- 
kur, a freedom fighter in the Black 
Liberation Army who exemplifies the 
indomitable spirit of Black revolu- 
tionary womanhood. 

The Black Liberation Army's char- 
acter evolved from foot soldiers who 
refused to submit to the oppressive 
conditions of racist America, hard 
core Revolutionary Nationalists de- 
termined to be free and revolution- 
ary comrades in prison. The Army's 
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pressor for approval, we cannot gain 
the respect of the world as a people; 
and it happens that the Atlanta 
child murders is one event in which 
we can begin to forge our own future 
in this world. 

Now, we realize there are many 
black "leaders" who will denounce 
the idea of doing for ourselves, 
but their pockets are lined with pay- 
checks from their bosses, and they 
must be as firmly rejected now as 
the brothers and sisters of Miami 
did them when they flew down with 
the gospel of obedience ("be cool,- 
don't rebel") for bossman jimmy car- 
ter. They got told to go to hell 
and that is what we must tell them 
now. 


ARM THE SPIRIT calls upon New 
Afrikans in Atlanta to forge ahead 
with their own investigation into 
the child murders independently of 
the government, and we urge organi- 
zations in the New Afrikan Indepen- 
dence Movement to back that effort 
in EVERY respect. 
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objective was self-defense and or- 
ganizing a people's militia for peo- 
ple's war for land and independence 
in America. 

Assata and the Black Liberation 
Army are New Afrikans' new heroes in 
America. These comrades have com- 
mitted their lives to the success of 
people's war for national libera- 
tion, land and independence. These 
foot soldiers have been working 
among the masses, organizing and po- 
liticizing Black people about the 
need to struggle and resist police 
terror, white vigilantes, racism, 
monopoly capitalism and imperialism. 
Because of their unwavering commit- 
ment to fight, their backs were 
pushed up against the wall of racist 
American fascism. Many of these 
soldiers were framed and hunted down 
like animals. ‚Their families were 
intimidated and terrorized by the 
FBI, police and secret service. Out 
of the will to survive and keep 
their dignity, they chose to pick up 
the gun. From these realities was 
born the Black Liberation Army, New 
Afrikans’ finest soldiers inside 
America. 

By paying tribute to the Black 
Liberation Army and Assata, we de- 
fend and support the human rights of 
all oppressed nations struggling for 
national liberation, land and inde- 
pendence that are anti-racist, anti- 
monopoly capitalist and anti-imperi- 
alist. The most formidable weapon 
from within America is national 1ib- 
eration struggles that are taking 
the lead in building mass based rev- 
olutionary parties and advancing 
armed struggle. 

The world-wide struggle against 
racism and imperialism must see 
their common link with national lib- 
eration struggles and anti-imperial- 
ist struggles inside America and the 
need to concretely support these 
struggles to bring racism, monopoly 
capitalism and imperialism to their 
knees. The New Afrikan struggle for 
land and independence inside the 
U.S.A. is a major part of Third 
World people's struggle world-wide 
for national liberation. 

Concretely supporting the Black 
Liberation Army and participating in 
this day of revolutionary celebration! 
and solidarity with the Black Lib- 
eration Army and Assata Shakur rep- 
resents another blow against the 
right wing, pro-South Africa admin- 
istration of Ronald Reagan. We're 
saying "no" to President Reagan's 
and Secretary of State Haig's poli- 
cies of militarism and disregard for 
the human rights of Blacks, people 
of color and poor people in the 
U.S.A. 

We're saying "yes" to Black peo- 
ple's right to self-determination, 
land and independence in America. 

We salute the spirit of and show 
solidarity with the Black Liberation 
Army. We're saying no, we will nev- 
er forget, or turn our backs on our 
comrades who still languish in the 
prisons. lle commit ourselves to 
death to fascism, racism, monopoly 
capitalism and imperialism. 

Join us, the Committee to Honor 
New Afrtkan Freedom Fighters, on 
duly 18, 1981, in New York City at 
the Harlem State Office Building on 
this historite day of revolutionary 
celebration to honor the Black Lib- 
eratton Army and comrade Assata Sha- 
kur. 


Self-Determination for the Black 
Nation 

Free All POW's 

The Black Community ts at War 

We Need an Army s 


OPEN REJECTION OF JULY 18, 1981 RALLY 
TO SUPPORT NEW AFRIKAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS 


For almost a decade Black Libera- 
tion Army Prisoners of domestic war 
in the U.S. have received nominal 
support and aid from Black nation- 
alist groups and leadership in the 
Black movement. Aside from an oc- 
casional article printed about or 
written by BLA prisoners in various 
nationalist journals of limited 
circulation, and lip service ren- 
dered our plight by many Black na- 
tionalists, nothing concrete has 
been done to aid us. 

At the center of this movement- 
wide apathy toward imprisoned com- 
rades is the opportunism of various 
Black groups and their leadership. 
This opportunism has always been 
hidden by rhetorical support of im- 
prisoned BLA members while concrete 
actions were reserved for further- 
ance of individual programs and 
agendas of various nationalist 
groups and coalitions. 'henever 
it is convenient the existence’ of 
BLA prisoners of government repres- 
sion is used to enhance the image 
of various nationalist groups as 
legitimate representatives of the 
Black movement in the U.S. Never 
is it mentioned that when the BLA 
was the focus of a vicious govern- 
ment war of repression that few if 
any of today's so-called Black na- 
tionalists helped or supported the 
BLA, or even spoke out against this 
war of repression. 

Qn numerous occasions over the 
past few years organizations such 
as the Republic of New Afrika (RNA), 
the National Black Human Rights 
Coalition (NBHRC) and the Black 
United Front (BUF) have, requested 
suggestions from captured comrades 
for concrete work around cases of 
POWs and the BLA. On each and 
every occasion that suggestions 
have been submitted, there was not 
even a response; and captured com- 
rades continued to remain isolated 
and without the support necessary 
to combat the vicious brutality of 
the state. 

The simple fact of the matter 
is that organizations like the RNA, 
the BUF, the NBHRC, the Afrikan 
Peoples Socialist Party (APSP), 
and the National Conference of 
Black Lawyers (NCBL) and their white 
leftist followers only do work around 
the cases of Black political priso- 
ners over which they can exert po- 
litical and strategic control and in 
this way promulgate their own agen- 
das and strategies. This is oppor- 
tunism - not principled support for 
New Afrikan Freedom Fighters. 

Once again we are being used to 
further the strategy of outside 
groups such as the RNA and its front 
known as the "Committee to Honor 
New Afrikan Freedom Fighters." 
Those involved in this gross oppor- 
tunism (and this should include the 
May 19th Communist Organization) 
think that because we are isolated 
and in prison and in desperate need 
of help and support that we will go 
along with their agenda and program 
around the projected July 18, 1981 
rally and march. This is why the 
planning and organizing of the July 
18th rally occurred in secret and 
without participation of captured 
POHs. This is also why the infor- 
mational leaflet calling for a 
march and rally mentions the BLA 


in the most abstract form and only 
alludes to captured BLA prisoners. 

These individuals and organiza- 
tions think that because the need 
to build the BLA in the face of the 
racist and reactionary upsurge sweep- 
ing the U.S. is a very real need, 
that we will remain silent in the 
face of their opportunism. te will 
not remain silent. We will not sup- 
port the opportunism inherent in 
the organization of the July 18 rally 
because it is precisely such oppor- 
tunism that has retarded the devel- 
opment and consolidation of our 
movement. 

It is therefore necessary for all 
of us in prison to voice our rejec- 
tion of the July 18 Harlem demon- 
stration. Those Fraternal libera- 
tion movements who correctly sup- 
ported the politics of this demon- 
stration in the mistaken belief 
that it represented a principled 
stand in support of the BLA should 
look again. ; 

The July 18 demonstration does 
not represent imprisoned Black Free- 
dom Fighters. It represents the 
opportunism of those who constantly 


-project Assata Shakur's name to gain 


notoriety while other Freedom Fight- 
ers in prison receive no help. The 
struggle against opportunism of this 
sort is a very necessary fight. One 
that must be waged if our movement 
is to build a principled and func- 
tional unity. > 

Clearly there is a need to. build 
Public. support for captured Freedom 
Fighters and the BLA. Unlike the 
cowards of the Rlack movement who 
are afraid to support the cause: of 
the BLA because it would jeopardize 
their "legitimate" political ambi- 
tions in the white body politic 
those who support.the need for our 
community to resist by any means 
necessary the onslaught of racist 
repression are the true advocates 
of Black political independence. 
This is a principled need and a stra- 
tegic imperative in our struggle for 
liberation. We must build all types 
of mechanisms for survival and libe- 
ration. However, in building such 
mechanisms we have a duty to oppose 
opportunism. Any effort to support 
the BLA and imprisoned Freedom Fight- 
ers must have the sanction and in- 
volvement of those in prison and not 
ignore them in the effort to project 
the pretense of a principled unity 
that does not exist. ` 


We therefore call upon all pro- 
gressive groups to reject the oppor- 
tunism of the July 18, 1981 rally 
called by the "Committee to Honor 
‘ew Afrikan Freedom Fighters." If 
this Committee is sincere in its 
efforts to support the BLA, they 
will welcome these criticisms a- 
gainst opportunism and join with 
us in building movement wide support 
port for all incarcerated Freedom 
Fighters. 


--Dhoruba Moore, Sundiata Acoli, 
Jalil Abdul Muntaqim (Anthony 
Bottom), Herman Bell, Albert Nuh 
Washington, Robert Seth Hayes, 
Teddy Jah Heath, Kalima Aswad 


--BLA Political Prisoners of 
Domestic !tarfare k 





News from Texas 


As it stands now with me,-my keep- 
ers have me again back on permanent 
Jockup, something to do with being 
a security risk and agitator, the 
same thing they used to keep me a 
year last time. i have been here 
since February. W.J. Estelle the 
Director of T.D.C. has just put the 
ruling in the Ruiz suit on appeal 
after the federal court called for 
massive changes in living and work- 
ing conditions (about the worst in 
the nation with forced field labor 
slavery and all). This suit took 
9 years (and much suffering on a 
lot of inmates' part) to get ruled 
on. Mr. Estelle stated that this 
was just the beginning of a long 
process of court litigation. He -~ 
made that statement about a month 
ago (in April) and since then there 
has been work strikes on about ev- 
ery one of the 17 slave units in 
the system, with a mass strike on 
the Ellis unit in protest of the ap- 
peal, calling to take the ruling off 
appeal, the firing of Estelle and 
pay for field labor among other 
things. Also in regards to the rul- 
ing Texas Governor Clements stated 
that he plans to use tents to house 
inmates, in order to alleviate the 
overcrowding here. These people in 
power down here really have a high 
level of intelligence or maybe it is 
just sheer audacity. 

Still there is the point of fund- 
ing and support of ATS that needs to 
be dealt with here. ATS is a clear 
revolutionary organ in a development 
stage where there is not yet a gen- 
eral or mass level acceptance of 
revolutionary struggle. And where 
what degree of mass mobilization 
there is, is not yet of a sincere 
revolutionary nature but still at 
the stage of mild protest where rev- 
olution is looked on as extremist 
and suicidal by the general masses. 
That means that those of us ona 
revolutionary level of understanding 
must go all out in our support of 
ATS, seeking out ways and channels 
to bring in outside support when we 
can't aid with direct funding. 

There is a point that Comrade George 
brought out about the media of rev- 
olutionary culture being a direct 
support in all forms of revolution- 
ary establishment that can be help- 
ful to us here. i would imagine 
that putting out and selling revolu- 
tionary (instruction) pamphlets, 
revolutionary poetry books, greeting 
cards, posters and other such items 
that we feel have a certain positive 
cultural value would be an accept- 
able means of getting support funds. 
Altho we understand that revolution- 
ary culture means a whole cultural- 
life style of revolutionary resist- 
ance, still this could be a good fi- 
nancial aid for ATS and in line with 
the necessary promotion of revolu- 
tionary culture. And this should 
not be that hard to put together and 
organize correctly. ATS is already 
about the best put together non-est- 
ablishment paper there is in struc- 
ture, content and layout (art) and 
with all the creative and skillful 
comrade P.0.W.s we have this should 
be something we can organize fairly 
easily. 


Kedar Sudan 
“Rosharon, Texas 
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From slavery to communism--the slo- 
gan which correctly represents the 
entire history and destiny of Afri- 
kan and all oppressed humanity lock- 
ed in struggle since the advent of 
ancient chattel slavery and class 
society. Sane 

Black August Resistance represents 
the higher cofsciousness of Afrikan 
peoples. A consciousness which al- 
lows for no quarter of submission, 
capitulation or abandonment to the 
unrighteous/decadent exploitive ways 
of the enemy. A consciousness which 
is bred in defiant, fierce and in- 
trepid strugale against all which is 
exploitive, oppressive and dehuman- 
izing. 

Black August Resistance as exem- 
plified by the profoundly courageous 
and determined examples of l!.L. Nol- 
an, Comrade George L. Jackson, Man- 
child Jonathan P. Jackson, and our 
beloved, Fallen Supreme Commander-in 
-Chief, Jeffery "Khatari" Gaulden. 
Examples which served, and continue 
to serve as a clear and determined 
line of march upon which our Party 
is now treading, and which Afrikan 
peoples and all of oppressed human- 
ity must trek in the perpetual as- 
cendancy towards the historic desti- 
ny of humankind (i.e. communism). 

The defining element of Black Au- 
gust Resistance is struggle against 
all values, ethics, economics and 
social philosophy which perpetuates 
the exploitive/oppressive rule of 
usury economics (monopoly capital- 
ism), which maintains the systematic 
denial and colonial/slave condition 
of non-property holders. 

The class interest represented by 
W.L. Nolan, Comrade George Jackson, 
Jonathan Jackson and the Dragon Kha- 
tari, is in the interest of the Af- 
rikan working class and the oppres- 
sed poor. The struggles which they 
firmly stood upon is born of the 
reyolutionary traditions of those 
who preceded them. H.L. Molan, 
George Jackson, Jonathan Jackson and 
Khatari defined struggle on an ob- 
jectively higher level than those 
who failed the tradition of Afrikan 
resistance. 


Black Acusgust 
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Black. August Resistance is the de- 
fining element for popularizing the 
revolutionary and militant forms of 
resistance which consciously has 
been liquidated, obscured and hidden 
from the peoples by self-serving op- 
portunist Black petty bourgeoisie 
and the dominant, reactionary cul- 
ture. 

The principle significance of 
Black August Resistance as an in- 
strument of New Afrikan revolution- 
ary culture lies in its class per- 
spective and definition of resis- 
tance. Black August Resistance 
builds consciousness and culture in 
opposition to the ruling class cul- 
ture. It defines its relationship 
not in the confines of bourgeois 
definitions of legitimate struggle, 
but struggle predicated on resis- 
tance outside the socially accept- 
able guidelines of petty bourgeois 
aims. Struggle which is defined in 
the process of rejecting the role of 
the slave and the terms of the 
slaveholder. 

Black August Resistance redefines 
Afrikan history and resistance in- 
side the colonial borders of the 
modern Babylonian empire. It estab- 
lishes new criterion for revolution- 
ary struggle. It firmly and cor- 
rectly points up the class distinc- 
tions between New Afrikan Revolu- 
tionary Culture bred in opposition 
and that bred in co-option class ex- 
ploitive culture. The concept of 
Black history and resistance has 
been defined in principally two per- 
spectives: 

1. Slaves fighting to reform and 
improve the conditions of the 
slave; 

2. Slaves fighting for the com- 
plete over-throw of slavery and 
the slaveholder class. 

The petty bourgeoisie definitions 
of struggle as emphasized by the 
concept of "Black History Month" 
highlights the.struggles of Afri- 
kans within the context of contribu- 
tions made to the building of the 
dominant exploitive culture. "Black 
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Message from Oscar Lopez 
Revolutionary Lessons 


Puerto Rican POW Oscar Lopez will 
be tried on July 21 for seditious 
conspiracy. He ts accused by the US 
of being a member of the FALN. Hts 
statement is reprinted below. 


On Friday May 29, we were arrested 
in the suburb of Glenview, Illinois 
by the municipal police. The im- 
portant aspect of this arrest and 
the lesson all revolutionaries can 
learn from it is that the only rea- 
son we were arrested was because we 
were Puerto Ricans. The police who 
stopped us did so for no other reason 
than that we were Puerto Ricans driv- 
ing a car in a suburb where almost 
all the residents are white. Thus 
it was a result of the racism preva- 
lent among the police and inherent 
in this society which influenced the 
police to stop us, and not because 
we violated traffic laws as is al- 
leged. This only confirms more 
strongly the fact that racism has 
many dividends, among them our arrest 
and the arrest of some comrades in 
Evanston last year. 

This experience confirms something 
even more important, which is that 
the FBI has totally failed in their 
intentions to capture Puerto Rican 
revolutionaries. With all their 
millions, with all their tricks, 
with all their electronic espionage 
equipment, with all the persecution 
and their defamation of character 
campaigns against the Revolutionary 
Independence Movement, the FBI has 
failed. 

Their failure has been so complete 
that today they can only try to sow 
hysteria and fear, using yellow 
propaganda which the bourgeois press 
puts at their disposal. 

It is interesting to note that af- 
ter our arrest, the FBI has hinted 
that this happened because Alfredo 
Mendez talked. Also they implied 
that William Guillermo Morales had 
been assassinated. But why, two 
weeks before, did this same agency 
declare that what is happening in 
New York is the work of William 
Morales? thy, if they have Alfredo 
Mendez on the streets and he is co- 
operating. have neither his immedi- 
ate family nor his wife and children 
had the opportunity to see him? We 
all know that the FBI uses this kind 
of yellow propaganda only to deter- 
mine who will be frightened and run. 
But this has not worked in the past, 
and it will not work in the future. 
We Puerto Ricans do not run, nor 
will we be frightened by their ma- 
neuvers. te all know the revolu- 
tionary fiber of which we Puerto 
Ricans are made. We all know that 
neither Alfredo Mendez nor William 
Morales would betray the Puerto Ri- 
can revolution, because both hold 
revolutionary principles which ema- 
nate from their class roots--the 
Puerto Rican proletariat--and they 
are sons of a valiant community 
with a tradition. of struggle. 

Thus we can be very certain that 
there is no truth in this campaign 
of yellow propaganda unleashed by 
the FBI. We can be just as certain 
of this as we are that Puerto Rico 
will be free and that we will estab- 
lish the Socialist Republic there. 
Victory: will be ours because the 
Yankis and their agencies of repres- 
sion and intelligence are outmoded. 

FREE ALL PUERTO RICAN POLITICAL 

PRISONERS! 

FREE ALL PUERTO RICAN PRISONERS 

OF WAR! 

FOR A FREE AND SOCIALIST PUERTO 

RICO--UNTIL THE FINAL VICTORY! 


Statement from the RNA 
in Support of Puerto Rican POWs 


(Delivered by RNA Midwest Vice 
President on March 2, 1981 in San 
Francisco, California at the Support 
Forum for eleven Puerto Rican Pris- 
oners of War recently sentenced in 
Illinois.) 


On behalf of the Provisional 
Government of the Republic of New 
Afrika and our President Sister Dara 
Abubakari, I bring you warm and 
revolutionary greetings. 

I would like to begin this mes- 
saqe by expressing my appreciation 
for the opportunity to share our 
thoughts and words of support with 
you tonight. I am deeply honored 
by this opportunity not only because 


of the areat cause that brings Us 
here, but because tonight i have the 
aood fortune of sharing this plat- 
form with committed persons who 
represent the creat Puerto Rican 

and the great Mexicano-Chicano 
struagle for national liberation 

and independence from American im- 
perialism. 

The Provisional Government of the 
Republic of New Afrika supports the 
eleven incarcerated Puerto Rican 
Prisoners of War recently sentenced 
in Illinois (FALN-11) and all other 
Puerto Rican Prisoners of War 

Our statement of support is not a 


See RNA P. 20 


ULTIMATUM FROM CLANDESTINITY 


On June 17, three armed clandes- 
tine Puerto Rican independence or- 
ganizations (OVRP, FARP, and the 
Macheteros) issued an ultimatym to 
the US government: Produce Puerto 
Rican POW Alfredo Mendez or suffer 
the consequences: Alfredo has been 
missing within the US prison system 
since April 30th, 1981. His family, 
lawyers, and supporters have not 
been able to see him or know his 
whereabouts. 


Alfredo is one of the eleven Puerto 
Rican P.O0.W.'s who were captured by 
the US government in April, 1980. 
They were accused of being members 
of the FALN, an armed clandestine 
Puerto Rican Independence organiza- 





tion operating within the US. The 
eleven are now serving 55- to 90- 
year sentences for seditious con- 
spiracy (conspiring to overthrow 
the US government by force). They 
refused to participate in all US 
leaal proceedings against them, 
claiming their P.O.W. status under 
international law as anti-colonial 
freedom fighters. 

Alfredo's supporters fear that he 
is being interrogated and tortured. 
Two years ago another Puerto Rican 
POW, Angel Rodriguez Cristobal, was 
brutally murdered by US agents in 


‘his prison cell in Tallahassee, 


Florida. 
see ULTIMATUM p.19 


POW ALFREDO MENDEZ 


y 


FREE ALL PUERTO RICAN . 


PX si ama 
TAAL hats OPS jal "a 





Mobutu Steps Up Repression 


Congolese National Liberation 
Front Under Attack 


The Congolese National Liberation, 
Front (FLNC) is a political-military 
vanguard organization that has been 
waging an armed struggle since 1977 
to Liberate the Congo-Kinshasa 
(Zaire) from the neo-colontal dicta- 
torship of Mobutu Sese Seko. Mobutu, 
a CIA agent, is propped up finaneial- 
ly and militarily by the u.s. and 
NATO powers. 

In the early 1960's, the first in- 
dependent Congolese government was 
overthrown by the CIA, and the revo- 
lutionary nationalist Prime Minister 
Patrice Lumumba was murdered. : The 
FLNC, taking up the revolutionary 
legacy of Lumumba, is fighting to re- 
store genuine independence to the 
Congo and to establish a socialist 
state. 





Congo-Kinshasa and F.L.N.C. President. 


The F.L.N.C. brings to the atten- 
tion of the international community 
and, in particular, the American 
public, the following: 

In light of the escalation of the 
war in our country, Congo-Kinshasa 
(Zaire) on all fronts (politically, 
militarily, and diplomatically), the 

corrupt and moribund, fascist and 
unpopular regime of the "Shah of 
Africa" Mobutu Sese Seko has reacted 
in his usual manner. He has in- 
creased the repression on the Con- 
golese people through attacks by the 
C.N.D.I. (the Zairian CIA) and by 
the Zairian Army. The army, in- 
stead of attacking the F.A.P.C. (the 
military wing of the F.L.N.C.) which 
is relentless in its attacks on im- 
perialism andi HE Zairian Army, has 


credit: Black Star 





Nathaniel M'Sumba (center), Lt. General and Commander-in-Chief of the Popular Armed Forces of 
The F.L.N.C. fights for the total liberation of the country. 





escalated attacks on the people. 

Mobutu is now sending C.N.D.I. 
agents outside the country to attack 
and kill his opponents and particu- 
larly F.L.N.C. members. For in- 
stance, he has appointed an ex- 
C.N.D.I. chief as ambassador to 
Paris. In Belgium, he appointed as 
ambassador the ex-chief prosecutor 
of Zaire who sent many opponents to 
death. 

Now in the U.S.A. he has sent 
killer agents such as Aka and Ma- 
kemo to this country. Aka was for- 





merly in Belgium with the purpose 
of killing opponents. Aka and oth- 
ers were then sent to Tanzania and 
Zambia where they kidnapped many 
F.L.N.C. members in collaboration 
with corrupt elements of the secret 
service of those respective coun- 
tries. They crossed the borders 
into Zaire where our comrades were 
killed. 

The F.L.N.C. urges all progres- 
sive-minded people to publicize 
this information and to speak out 
against this heightened level of 
attack against the Congolese people 
and its vanguard and fighting arm, 
the F.L.N.C. 


For more information, contact the 
United States representative of the 
F.L.N.C. in care of the Material 
Aid Campaign for ZANU-PF at 212- 
868-3330. 


For more information contact the 
Congolese National Liberation 
Front, U.S. Section, P.0. Box 2919 
Grand Central Station, New York, 
NY 10007 


.NEW AFRIKAN PEOPLE’S CONVENTION 
CONVENES IN CHICAGO 


RNA Elections Set for June 27, 1981 
and October 24, 1981. 


Chicago--March 28, 1981 the second 
session of the New Afrikan Peoples 
Convention (NAPC) was completed. 
Convention delegates from Boston, 
New York, Atlanta, Detroit, Indiana- 
polis, Battle Creek (Michigan), St. 
Paul (Minnesota), New Orleans, Chi- 
cago, and Los Angeles, and Observers 
from Milwaukee, Wisconsin met in a 
day long session. Heard addresses 
from the Republic of Mew Afrika (RNA) 
Vice Presidents and approved the 
first five articles of the newly am- 
ended proposed Code of Umoja (the 
Constitution) of the Provisional 
Government of the Republic of New 
Afrika (PGRNA). The delegates also 
scheduled a third and final session 
of the NAPC for June 6, 1981. 

The first session of the NAPC was 
held in Atlanta, Ga. on November 28, 
1980. Delegations from Jackson, 
Mississippi, Tallahassee, Florida, 
and the Bay Area of California, 
which attended that session, were 
unable to financially afford travel 
to the second session. These dele- 
gations are expected to participate 
either in person or by phone at the 
third and final session in Detroit, 
however, the final session of the 
NAPC will review revised versions of 


the last three articles of the newly 
amended Code of Umoja and determine 
whether these articles will be sub- 
mitted with the first five for a 
ratification vote by New Afrikan 
Citizens on June 27, 1981. Any por- 
tion of the newly amended Code ap- 
proved by the convention must be 
ratified by New Afrikan Citizens 
around the country before it goes 
into effect. The ratification vot- 
ing will occur in the first of two 
New Afrikan Peoples Election for 
1981. 

The first New Afrikan Peoples Elec- 
tions of 1981 will occur on June 27, 
1981. The PGRNA will situate-poll- 
ing places in cities throughout the 
Country and ask New Afrikan (Blacks 
born in North America) to come out 
and vote yes or no on the proposed 
Code of Umoja as amended. All 
Blacks born in America are New Af- 
rikan Citizens unless they choose 
otherwise. All New Afrikans of 
voting age who sign the dath of Al- 
legiance to the RNA will be eligible 
to vote in the 1981 New Afrikan Peo- 
ples Elections. The New Afrikan 
Peoples Elections are the only Black 
Elections held in North America on a 
National basis. 

On October 24, 1981 a second day 
of voting by Blacks across the coun- 
try will occur. The October 24, 
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1981 elections will be to elect 

RNA representatives and officials. 
The highest decision making body of 
the PGRNA is the Peoples Center 
Council (PCC). The representatives 
and officials elected in the October 
24, 1981 New Afrikan Peoples Elec- 
tions will sit on the PCC. Black 
Judges will also be elected to serve 
Black Communities across the Country 
by granting name changes, marriage 
certificates, divorces and by set- 


‘tling disputes between Blacks. 


The first five articles of the 
Code, which were approved by the 
March 28, 1981 convention in Chicago, 
describe the objectives of the PGRNA 
including the goals of National in- 
dependence for the New Afrikan (the 
Black) Nation in North America, sov- 
ereignty over New Afrikan territory 
in the Southeast of the United 
States, liberation for all of Afrika 
and 411 Afrikan people, support for 
world revolution including support 
for the National Liberation Struggles 
of the Native America, Puerto Rican 
and Ciicano-Mexicano Nations in 
North America. These Articles also 
note the collective leadership and 
decision making principles of the 
Provisional Government, describe the 
functions and structure of the PCC, 


See Convention p. 19 


Tear Gas Attack at San Quentin A/C 


le are writing to inform you of the 
recent events of police brutality 
and excessive use of force and tear 
gas by well-armed guards against pris- 
oners of every race within the con- 
finement of San Quentin Adjustment 
Center (A/C). These attacks took 
place on or about April 20, 1981. 

The initial reason given by San 
Quentin's Warden Sumner for this cal- 
culated use of force was that the 
prisoners would not take down the 
blankets and newspapers that had been 
covering their cells for years. Due 
to broken windows in the A/C, the 
blankets were used on the lower bars 
for protection and warmth from the 
wind and cold. The prisoners re- 
sponded to the initial request with 
a petition signed by all A/C pris- 
oners asking that the coverings be 
allowed to remain. The petition was 
granted in writing by A/C Program 
Administrator Calderon. However, 
Warden Sumner, a strong advocate in 
the use of force and an uncompromising 
opponent when dealing with prisoners 
and prison policies, overruled the 
Program Administrator's decision 
allowing the prisoners to continue 
the long standing policy of main- 
taining covering over their bars. 

On April 17, A/C Sgt. Smitty said 
that Warden Sumner had overruled the 
Program Administrator by stating 
that "all cell bar covering had to 
be removed," and further stated that 
all prisoners had until 4:00 P.M. to 
do so. The prisoners refused and 
requested a continued discussion 
over such an unfair ruling. Of 
course, being the type of person he 
is, Warden Sumner responded by vio- 
lating their basic human rights. 

At approximately 2:00 P.M., A/C and 
other well-armed San Quentin staff, 
the majority armed guards, entered 
the first tier of the A/C and began 


Inmates for Action 


tear gassing; after the prisoners 
were helpless from the gas, the 
guards ran into their cells with- 
night sticks and stun quns, beatina 
prisoners down to the floor of their 
cells. They then handcuffed the 
prisoners and violently dragged them, 
unconscious, to the showers where 
hot water was run over their beaten 
bodies to reactivate the gas. They 
were then returned to their cells 
without receiving medical treatment 
at that time. 

Oh or about April 20, 1981, the 
same form of action was again carried 
out by A/C and other well-armed S.Q. 
staff on all of the prisoners in the 
A/C who were protesting the assaults 
whith took place on April 17. This 
time the attacks were more atrocious 
and systematic in nature. As they 
proceeded from tier to tier, the re- 
ports from prisoners indicate the gas 
got stronger and the aggression more 
intense. Many believed that this 
tear gas had been outlawed and banned 


„from use in prisons because it causes 


immediate blindness, total suffocation 
and severe burns. Many of the pris- 
oners with second degree burns and 





THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 


Message to My Beloved People From: 
Makau Salik, s/n Lincoln Heard, 
Atmore-Holman Brother-IFA Member, 
one of the IFA Four, and People's 
Liberation Fighter. 

Members of ATS and all of my Black 
Brothers and Sisters, comrades and 
friends from these diabolical shores 
of modern day Babylon and all corners 
of this earth. 

Steadfast Revolutionary Greetings: 
As a member of the Sunni Muslim 
brotherhood here at Lewisburg and as 
a Black Liberation fighter, I greet 
all of -you from the Lewisburg bowels 
of the beast with all of my love and 
solidarity and appeal to all of you 
to unite and resist these nefarious 
forces of Black genocide, by any 

means necessary: 

For years now myself and other ded- 
icated comrades have been fighting 
these evil forces of Black genocide 
behind enemy lines on all levels of 
struggle. We have petitioned the 
courts, demonstrated, been murdered, 
brutalized, more unjust time added 
to our original sentence, but our 
protests and sacrifices were and 
still are to no avail, because condi- 
tions are only getting worse. 

Right here, at Lewisburg federal 
colony, conditions are getting to be 
unbearable. Brothers, political pa- 
pers are being torn up. In fact, I 
haven't seen the ATS in approximate- 
ly four months. Am I still on your 
mailing list? Do let me know if I 
am so that.I can take some legal ac- 


tion against these pigs’ repression. 
I don't really see no use in it be- 
cause there's really no justice in 
this American judicial system for 
any Black man, but since it's the on- 
ly vehicle we here have to seek re- 
dress, I guess I'll try the courts 
again. 


Oh yes, Anthony "Bectemba" Para- 
dise, one of the IFA Four, sends his 
love and solidarity and appeals for 
your immediate support. Do hear 
this brother's voice and give him 
your immediate support because these 
pigs here are plotting to take him 
off the count. He was here in popu- 
lation with me up until six days ago. 
That's right, brothers and sisters, 
he's locked up now on the pretense 
of some incident report that was 
supposed to have happened while he 
was in holdover in Atlanta Prison 
Colony, but from the rumors going 
around this is nothing more than an 
assassination attempt by this pig ad- 
ministration here. Anyway, the 
brother fears for his life, and be- 
cause of this he's been on a hungry 
strike for six days and says he 
won't eat as long as he's here nor 
is he coming back to population here. 

In view of this, I call on you, my 
people, from the and through our pre- 
cious blood, don't let this brother 
or any other brothers and sisters 
just be slaughtered by these pigs; 
lend us your urgent support because 
only the united efforts of our peo- 
ple will give us (behind enemy lines) 
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broken bones were laid out unconscious 
tier after tier, wet, with their only 
property in the world taken, and 

their only possession being their 
human spirit. 

Of course, racism played a great 
part in this vicious attack. Of the 
more than 43 prisoners that required 
medical attention and/or hospitaliza- 
tion, none are known to be white. 

The only reason the Third World pris- 
oners received hospitalization at all 
was because the medical staff at S.Q. 
advised the guards that if the pris- 
oners remained in the A/C without 
medical treatment or proper ventila- 
tion they would die. 

This is a call for help, as many of 
the prisoners are still being denied 
their basic human rights. They are 
being punished for the actions com- 
mitted by the guards. They are being 
denied their property, their visits 
are being restricted, their families 
and friends are being harassed, and 
their personal and legal mail is be- 
ing tampered with. Many prisoners, 
almost all Black and Mexican, have 
been given six month sentences de- 
priving them of the riaht to have 
their property. 

There has been a Prison Crisis 
Committee. formed to address itself 
to these vicious acts of aggression 
against the dignity of humanity. 

You can contact us by calling (415) 
861-6600, or writing The Prison Cri- 
sis Committee, 414 Gough St., Ivy 
Court, Suite 3, San Francisco, CA, 
34102. 


See p.21 for Demands 
of Inside San Quentin 


Crisis Committee 





the strength and endurance to suc- 
ceed in our struggle. Send letters 
of protest to: Norman Carlson, Direc- 
tor, Bureau of Prisons, Washington, 
D.C.; Warden J.S. Petrovsky, Box 
1000, Lewisburg, PA 17837 

Demand of them to put an end to 
this barbarism and to immediately 
return. the IFA Four, Roosevelt Young- 
blood, Mack Montgomery, Jr., Anthony 
"Bectemba" Paradise and myself back 
to Alabama penal system since we 
were sent here illegally and forcib- 
ly in the first place. 

Conclusion: Racial genocide is the 
product of this satanic environment, 
an environment of human division, and 
we must come together and change this 
environment. This presupposes the 
fact that it is only through gueril- 
la warfare in this country that our 
people can really be free in this 
land of barbarism. 


In closing I send my love to 
Charles "Ameer" Varner, Curtis "Cum- 
buka" Chaney, Ronnie Yukeena Dotson 
and all of my brothers and sisters 
in Alabama Penal Colony. Remember, 
my people, if we are to suffer be- 
cause of our refusal to accept pig 
barbarism I can only say that to . 
suffer is nothing but a true sign of 
Afrikan strength, and if they coward- 
ly kill us for not succumbing I can 
only accept the fact that to die for 
the salvation of Black humanity is 
the noblest sacrifice one can make. 


"Black people must unite" 

A luta continua 

Makau Salik 

s/n Lincoln Heard 

Box 1000, Lewisburg, PA 17837 


LETTER FROM 
RUCHELL MAGEE 


Many months ago you printed an ar- 
ticle regarding the criminal and 
cowardly acts of judge Lawrence T. 
Lydick in the case of Leonard Pel- 
tier and Bobby Garcia. Ina recent 
publishing, you tell of Garcia's 
death in prison. Many people's in 
Los Angeles County, for years, com- 
plained of judge Lydick's acts--tied 
with Richard Nixon. These criminals 
must be stopped. 

Those of you, if any, not insane, 
must help expose the murderers of 
the Blacks in Atlanta, Georgia and 
elsewhere. Evidence links judge Ly- 
dick, magistrate Ralph Geffen, and 
several other unusual behavior 
creeps in the courts of California. 
I have had a lawsuit against judge 
Lydick pending since September, 1978 
in the matter of: Ruchell Cinque 
MaGee vs. Evelle J. Younger, No. 
76-506, United States District Court, 
Eastern District, at Sacramento, 
California. As I commenced to in- 
troduce evidence of organized crimes 
and illegal slavery resulting there- 
from, the judges' behavior became 
that of fools without ethic. Now, 
the judges (Phillip Wilkins and Law- 
rence Karlton) unassigned my lawsuit 
to no judge indefinitely, while they 
all wait to see if I'll lose my 
health in this dungeon having fits 
over the injustices done and did me. 
Ten years in the dungeon, because 
certain murderers done something 
dumb; others joined in, all stupid. 


Because the entire judicial system 
has shown itself as organized crime 
in my case. Thousands are in prison 
on fraud. F 

ARM THE SPIRIT, I have written you 
nine letters with information of or- 
ganized crime; however, you failed to 
answer. People are dying every day 
and suffering frame-ups at the hands 
of the judge Lydicks, the klan war- 
dens and their insane cliques. In- 
sane prisoners are being released in- 
to the community to injure innocent 
people. lle can stop these corrup- 
tions. 

I need ten thousand signatures of 
people to witness evidence attached 
to a petition that will expose 
judge Lydick's involvement in 
crimes in several states with the 
klan and Richard Nixon, who ap- 
pointed him. Judge Lydick is a 
murdering dog! 

Judge Lydick did something dumb to 
injure me. When I protested, Lydick 
gave court material to an insane 
prison guard, M.E. Qualls. I say in- 
sane, because that's what Qualls has 
demonstrated in obstructing legal 
process. F 

Answer soon, if you're interested 
in helping gather signatures and ex- 
posing corruption. 

The investigation in Atlanta is a 
judge Lydick-type investigation. 
Ronald Reagan is organized crime, my 
people (the worst of the scums). 

You all must look ahead of what these 
criminals be saying in the news, be- 
cause it's foolish! 

I know their dirty game. Millions 
of people's lives are threatened by 
government corruption. If they can 
strip all Blacks of guns (which they 
can't) the Reagans would come in the 
-open with their racist attack. 
First, see what judge Lydick is in- 


volved in. It will open the eyes of 
millions. If you're judges, you 
ain't shit, or worth a damn. I said 
its, 

Sincerely, 


Ruchell Cinque 
P.O. Box A 92051 
Represa, CA 95671 


MORE ON WOMEN’S PRISONS 


Brothers: Greetings. . . 

At a time when most left and na- 
tionalist publications are either, 
rehashing the same bankrupt concepts 
and/or promoting their organization/ 
party as the one and only--you bloods 
of ATS seem to reach new heights with 
each issue. 

It was good to see the articles 
from the sisters have increased. 
Sisters have lots more trouble than 
we do receiving revolutionary papers. 
And I have found, just like in the 
men's kamps, comparative to their 
numbers inside--there are plenty sis- 
ters wanting to "get down!" And-if 
I were called to the table, I would 
take a strong position on concentra- 
ting or making women's kamps a prio- 
rity over men's kamps. Let me clar- 
ify that some more. Say for a six 
month to one year period I would sug- 
gest that a regional effort be made 
to help get some women out and into 
the movement. We have extensive dis- 
courses with these women but when 
they get out before we do, we don't 
have that reinforcement. Then 
street bloods swoop back down and 
it's off to the motel with some coke 
and his program. But I think if we 
had some way to plug them in, hang 
with em through the crisis period of 
getting out (which literally means 
making the extended family or the 


commune work), we could begin to re- . 


flect that we can take care of our 

own, that we are more than just run- 
ning off at the mouth--and women are 
a lot less difficult than men to deal 
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Response to Assata 


To ARM THE SPIRIT and all Brothers 
and Sisters 
Greetings: 


I have spent the past three weeks 
reading and rereading my first copy 
(#10) of the Spirit with mixed emo- 
tions. Sadness for the many incar- 
cerated under such adverse condi- 
tions and angry too in response to 
some of the accusations. 

Firstly, I would like to respond 
to a statement by Assata Shakur re- 
garding children and the negative 
attitude.in which she portrays the 
schools. I am a teacher in one of 
those so-called warehouses. I went 
into teaching with ideals dreams 
and high hopes. One half of my day 
is spent in taking children to free 
breakfast, free lunch, passing out 
fluoride rinse, mending torn zip- 
pers jackets and dresses, combing 
hair, stopping fights, or talking 
to parents on the phone. 

None of these are teaching duties. 
In what little time is left of the 
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And like comrade 
George stated: "Homan is the strong- 
est impetus for a man." I think we 
can attract more men to our programs/ 
movement with women, than attracting 
women with men: I say this ina 
"popular" sense. 

“Message from Assata. . ." was a 
breath of fresh air--and an indica- 
tion that the sister is still among 
us. Stay Free Assata: 

The piece by Daha (Hugo Pinell) 
was an excellent and much needed run 
down. The brother is a very good 
writer because of the graphic way he 
used language. Assata writes like 
that too. Kinda like Malcolm and 
Elijah. More important, Daha has 
plenty to say about a lot of press- 
ing things--the development of the 
prison movement for one. Daha in- 
forms us, cautions and defends us 
and urges on to ultimate victory! 
The brother needs to write a book! 

I don't agree with him though when 
he says the "prison movement should 
have never been constructed!" The 
prison movement has been the most 
important thing to develop inside 
Dur revolutionary nationalist strug- 
gle: However, Daha wasn't really 
that clear about why the "prison 
movement was a big mistake." I kept 
thinking it was because of all the 
dedicated rades being murdered.. But 
I'm sure the brother is familiar 
with this quote: 

"The first to try will fail. Rev- 
olution is a long process. Before 
every success lie scores of failures. 
Sometime so many fail that the gen- 
eration's spirit dies altogether. It 
doesn't start again until the next. 
But it succeeds eventually." 

--John Gerassi, "New Internationale" 

In that sense all our radés in 
front will be killed. And these sis- 
ters and brothers must become our 
martyrs. Perhaps the brother just 
means it was "unfortunate." Without 
the prison movement I'm sure the ex- 
istence of even ATS wouldn't be. 
But the point I want to make is that 
--please encourage Daha to write a 
book::: I thought "Addressing the 
Streets" was good--particularly ad- 
dressing APSP! But I think Daha 
should have addressed other groups 
also. - 


with--at first. 


Achebe Lateef 
Michigan City, Indiana 


Shakur Statement 


school day I write reports (man- 
dated by government), and try to 
teach children who haven't done 
their homework, aren't interested 
in listening, and those few who 
will try harder because they truly 
want to learn. I get messages from 
parents to the effect that they 
aren't going to write a note for 
Johnny or Susie's absence and if I 
don't like it, they'll come up and 
kick my ass. Tell me sister, where 
does parental responsibility start 
and end? At birth? I don't want 
to be in "Loco Parentis." I want 
to teach! I see the future in- 
mates of Soledad, San Quentin, etc. 
in the schoolyard every day. We 
are the new baby sitters and when 
school is out, the children run the 
streets because there's either no 
one at home, or those who are there 
don't give a damn. 


Parents have more legal rights now 
in how their children will be edu- 
cated than at any time in history. - 
Most of them aren't interested | 


See Response p. 19 


MAY 1ST DEMONSTRATION 


IN MEXICO 


With clenched fists raised above 
their heads, over 6,000 people, many 
dressed in red and black, marciied 
through the streets of Juarez, Mexi- 
co, celebrating International Work- 
ers Day, May 1. The overwhelming 
majority of the people, from the 
young children to the older people 
that participated, were from the co- 
lonias of the Comite de Defensa Po- 
pular (CDP), the largest revolution- 
ary mass Organization in Mexico. 

The colonias are acres and acres 
of land taken over by poor Mexicanos 
who build their own homes and parti- 
cipate in weekly meetings where they 
discuss issues concerning the colo- 


gles taking place in North America, 
especially the Black Struggle." 

Stiarez added, "A unity is being 
built around a strategy of armed 
struggle for land, independence and 
socialism." 

All the people who had traveled 
from throughout North America and 
Puerto Rico, as well as some from 
Mexico, participated in an Interna- 
tional Day of Solidarity with the 
Chicano Mexicano Struggle in El Paso, 
Texas, on May 2. Under close watch 
of the El Paso police, including a 
helicopter flying overhead, some 400 
people marched through the center of 
town, startling the Saturday shop- 








nia or other political problems. 
This politicizes the consciousness 

of the people, who already under- 
stand the corruntness of the social 
system that they live under. 

The international character of the 
demonstration was evident by the 
participation of representation from: 
the Republic of New Afrika, an organ- 
ization struggling for national lib- 
eration of Black people within the 
.S.5 the separatist movement of Que- 
bec; the Canadian Labor Party; the 
Liga Socialista Puertorriquena (LSP); 
the Movimiento de |.iberacion Nacio- 
nal (MLN), a Puertorriquena and Chi- 
cano Mexicano organization within 
the U.S. which organizes for indepen- 
dence of Puerto Rico and the social- 
ist reunification of Mexico; and the 
New Movement. in Solidarity with 
Puerto Rican Independence and Social- 
ism, an organization of white North 
Americans who support. national lih- 
eration struggles inside as well as 
outside the U.S. 

The marchers stopped in the center 
of town and, blocking off the street, 
held a rally where the above named 
groups spoke along with representa- 
tives of revolutionary struggles 
throughout Mexico such as Punto Cri- 
tico, and the Comite Pro Defense de 
los Desaparecidos, Persiguidos y 
Presos Politicos (Committee in De- 
fense of the Disappeared, Persecuted 
and Political Prisoners). An emo- 
tional moment was when a mother of 
one of the "desaparecidos" (disap- 
peared) pleaded with the people for 
support, not only in locating them 
but for continued struggle against 
the repression they fought. 

"This is the first time an event 
like this has been organized," said 
Guillermo Suarez of the MLN. "It was 
significant because while we were 
able to show support for the revolu- 
tionary struggle in Mexico, Mexican- 
os also learned about other strug- 
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pers, several of whom said they had 


never seen sucha demgi stration be-" 


fore in El Paso. 

After the march a rally was held 
with many of the same speakers who 
had spoken in Juarez, including a 
representative from the CDP. The 
main speaker was Ricardo Romero of 
the Chicano Mexicano Commission of 
the MLN, who gave a history of the 
illegal military invasion of Mexico 
by the U.S. and the subsequent theft 
and colonization of this territory. 

"No country has the right to colo- 
nize another nation. The U.S. is 
not a duly integrated nation; it is 
a conglomerate of captive nations 
held together by a federal system 
which guarantees ultimate power to 
the white privileged elite and toss- 
alms to its aristocratized whit 
working class." 

Romero explained: “Since 1848, 
with the imposition of the unjust 


Mistrial for 
Kiko Martinez 


In Colorado, the government's 
case against Francisco E. (Kiko) 
Martinez is crumbling. The judicial. 
system was forced to grant a mis- 
trial in their efforts to try Kiko 
on charges of mailing several letter 
bombs in 1973. After the mistrial 
was declared, it was discovered that 
U.S. District Court Judge Winner had 
been planning with the FBI to "se- 
cretly" film Kiko's supporters in 
order to intimidate any support. 
This plan was revealed when a letter 
Judge Winner had written and mailed 
to all of the District Judges in the 
10th District was made public. As 
a result, all of these justices have 
been disqualified and Kiko is now to 
be tried by Judge Cannon, the same 
judge who convicted Rita Silk Nauni 
of murder for the defense of: herself 
and her young son. Recently, the 
"strongest" case against Kiko (where 
it was alleged he mailed a bomb to 
Denver Policewoman Carol Hogue) was 
dropped. Kiko still faces other 
similar charges in two different 
cases. In one, the police took a 
photo of a bomb and then exploded 
it, thus the only "evidence" is the 
photo. In the other, the alleged 
bomb was lost. The judicial farce 
is to continue in September, when 
the "trials" start anew. = 


„e 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the Chi- 
cano Mexicano people have been de- 
nied access to their resources, free- 
dom of movement, and right to self- 
determinution in the occupied terri- 
tories. The destruction of our or- 
jentation and vitality as a people 
is part of the process for implant- 
ing a ‘colonial mentality’ by means 
of. terror, racism, and vilification, 

"Today, from a deeper understand- 
ing of our true history as a mili- 
tarily occupied nation, we struggle 
towards the socialist reunification 
of Mexico," Romero declared. He 
pointed out: "Any reformist or par- 
tial changes cannot eliminate the 
contradictions that make our people 
a subjugated mass." 

One of the most moving speeches 
was by-Don Juan Antonio Corretjer of 
the LSP. Corretjer began by empha- 
sizing the importance of revolution- 
ary discipline in which one must put 
the good of his people before his 
own individual ambitions and desires. 

Corretjer warned of the danger of 
becoming assimilated and taking on 
the attributes of the imperialist 
enemy and then explained in a fer- 
vent and deliberate manner how essen- 


see MAY 1ST p.22 
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PETITION FROM 
BLACK PRISONERS 
AT FOLSOM: 


If you have loved ones, relatives, 
friends, acquaintances, etc., in- 
carcerated in Folsom State Prison 
or any other California State Pris- 
on, or if you are just simply con- 
cerned about the lives and the -pro- 
gress of our Black People, we urge 
you to read and sign the following 
petition, which will eventually be 
presented to Ms. Ruth Rushen, a 
Blackwoman, who is the Director of 
the California Department of Correc- 
tions. x 

THIS PETITION quotes one of human- 
ity's natural laws, "Wherever, in a 
multiracial society, the conditions 
of a race, nationality or creed are 
treated as a separate cause, that 
race, nationality or creed has every 
human right to represent those con- 
ditions as a separate cause expect- 
ing the required changes to be suc- 
cessfully effected." 

THIS PETITION declares that Black 
Prisoners in the Department'of Cor- 
rections are treated as a separate 
group, experiencing acts of racism, 
mistreatment and violence perpetra- 
ted against them by the predominant- 
ly white prison administration and 

its white employees. 

“WE, the undersigned, DECLARE, under 
penalty of perjury, that: 

THIS PETITION presents demands 
which concern Black Prisoners in the 
Department of Corrections and that 
if said demands are effectively at- 
tended to, the racism, mistreatment 
and violence against Black Prisoners 
by the predominantly white prison 
administration and its white employ- 
ees might be arrested. 

THE DEMANDS OF this Petition read 
as follows: e 

THAT there be more Black personnel 
in the Folsom Prison administration. 
There are no Blacks ìn the Folsom 
Prison administration. We want 
Blacks in all prison administrations 
where Blacks are lacking. 

THAT Black employees in the De- 
partment of Corrections be given the 
same opportunities as white employ- 
ees to attain higher ranking posi- 
tions. We want more Blacks in key 
positions to partake in the deci- 
sions concerning the overall status 
‘and treatment of all prisoners in 
the general populations and lock up 
units. 

THAT Blacks attain positions in 
the main body of the prison adminis- 
tration in Sacramento. 

THAT Ruth Rushen, Director of the 
Department of Corrections, become 
directly involved with stopping the 
racism, mistreatment and violence 
perpetrated against Black Prisoners. 
That said racism, mistreatment and 
violence perpetrated against Black 
Prisoners in the Department of Cor- 
rections begins with officials of 
the prison administration in Sacra- 
mento. 

THAT white employees in the De- 
partment of Corrections stop harass- 
ing, provoking and mistreating Black 
Prisoners, especially Black Prison- 
ers in isolation and segregation 
units. 

THAT white employees in. the Depart- 
ment of Corrections stop collabora- 
ting with white inmates to harass, 
provoke and commit acts of violence 
aqainst Black Prisoners. 

THAT white employees in the Depart- 
ment of Corrections be better trained 
and disciplined to follow the rules 


See Petition p. 19 


Stop Racist Frame-up 


CALL TO BUILD NO-COPS 


(National Organizing Committee Opposed to a Police State) 


The Black and anti-war movements 
of the 1960's and early 70's were 
virtually destroyed by the secret 
police activities of the FBI, CIA, 
and the "Red Squad" (political in- 
telligence units) of the State and 
local police departments. The 
Nixon Administration, one of the 
most repressive in history, escala- 
ted this government spying and mis- 
conduct, to the extent of almost 
creating a police state. Even now, 
the Nixonian Supreme Court continues 
to decide against the civil liber- 
ties of Blacks, workers and the 
poor. With the election of Ronald 
Reagan to the Presidency and the 
simultaneous electoral advances of 
Right-wing reactionaries to key 
Senate positions, the threat of 
fascism is a reality. This is not 
to engage in mindless alarmism, 
but to recognize reality -and act 
upon it! 

We need to build a national coali- 
tion, a mass movement of all those 
that can be united to fight this 
Right-wing offensive. Only such a 
mass movement can expose COINTELPRO 
(run by the FBI) and OPERATION CHAOS 





(run by the CIA), and other 
political police programs to sup- 
press the Black and radical move- 
ments of the 1960's; put the Govern- 
ment on the defensive over its 
crimes, and stop any new plots 
hatched by federal, state, or local 
secret police agencies. In fact, 
the Heritage Foundation, a Reagan 
"think tank", has already called 
for the re-establishment to the 
Attorney General's list of "sub- 
versive" organizations, "loyalty 
oaths" for all prospective federal 
employees, union members, and po- 
litical figures; surveillance of 
"radicals"; unrestrained wiretap- 
ping and bugging by police agencies 
for so called "political intelli- 
gence", and all the other trappings 
of the McCarthy period of the 
1950's, which were found unconsti- 
tutional by federal courts. | 

In addition, the newly-elected 
Chairman of the Senate Judiciary is 
Strom Thurmond of South Carolina, 
an arch-racist and reactionary. He 
has already revived the House Un- 


see NO-COPS p.21 





_ TO THE PEOPLE 


Sekou Kambon (Edward Moten) 
+ and Robert Porter 

Two brothas--Sekou Kambon (Edward 
Moten) and Robert Porter--are being 
railroaded to death right under our 
very eyes!!! These two brothas and 
a Black woman were stopped and 
arrested on the freeway (I-80) dur- 
ing the early morning hours of Feb- 
ruary 9, 1981. Placer County (Cali- 
fornia) police pulled them over on 
the freeway and accused them of a 
murder which had happened 50 miles 
away+:: Since the moment they were 
first pulled over, the railroad 
machinery of Placer County has been 
rollin full steam and gathering mo- 
mentum with each passing day. Bro- 
thers Sekou and Robert are Black 
and the murder victim is white...it 
must also be noted that these bro- 
thas were the first and only Blacks 
that the Placer County police pulled 
over that morning. Placer County is 
determined to railroad these brothas , 
who are innocent, straight to prison 
...in fact, they are already being 
held at Folsom State Prison while 
going back and forth to court. 

The Placer machinery started that 
morning by isolating the Black wo- 
man...keeping her standing out in 
the cold, fog and rain while Sekou 
and Robert were laying face down in 
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the mud for about an hour with guns 
to their heads. The police were 
eventually successful in coercing 
her to make false statements against 
the brothas; the machinery continued 
by isolating Sekou and Robert from 
each other; giving them a public 
defender and.an attorney who cared 
nothing about their innocence... 
"attorneys" who are, in fact, doing 
things that are not in the brothas’ 
best interests (Sekou's attorney is 
so paranoid that he sat in the jury 
box and left Sekou at the table 
during the entire preliminary hear- 
ing; Robert's attorney just filed 

a ridiculous motion, without Robert's 
knowledge, trying to blame Sekou for 
everything...even though neither of 
the brothas have knowledge of the 
alleged crime!!) Both brothas have 
tried to fire their attorney, but 
the judge denied the motions. 

The machinery continues’ by keeping 
the brothas separated...they have 
made no request what-so-ever for a 
severance, and would, in fact, like 
to go through court together, but 
they have had separate arraignments, 
separate preliminary hearings, sep- 
arate motion hearings...in fact, 
the only time they have seen each 
other since they got arrested/kid- 

See To the People p. 18 


WHERE IS THE LOVE? 


Everyday I wake up in my prison 
cell I say to myself--"this is the 
day, this has got to be the day when 
someone, some father, son, some Moth- 
er will say ‘That's it! That's 
enough! Too many of our children 
have died! I will not stand for any 
more:'. . ." But in over 26 months 
and 26 slain black youths later I'm 
still waiting and my soul still 
cries out silently every morning and 
night for some sign of the end. 

Why? Why hath not some mother-the 
Mothers put a stop to this? It's 
fairly obvious that the fathers are 
not about putting an end to the slay- 
ings of their daughters and sons... 
but why haven't the Mothers done any- 
thing. . .has that maternal instinct, 
the motherly love, the instinct to 
protect and shelter her young been 
destroyed also? Has the black ex- 
perience in america led us to this 
.a point of such banality and do- 
cility that the death of 26 of our 
young gives vent to only little more 
than a "tsk tsk" and a "it's a shame 
how they're killing those babies" 
and philosophical theories and de- 
bates of why black children are being 
killed in Atlanta. I don't want to 


Inner Connections 


New Newsletter to Focus on Women in Prison 


Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

We are three sisters that have 
spent several years getting in touch 
with who we are, what we're about 
as women, and coming out of the 
oppressive roles of female stagna- 
tion in the man's system. One of us 
has been in and out of the correct- 
ional system and prisons for 25 
years. We feel that women in prison 
are the most oppressed people in the 
world. Being cut off from family 
and children, denied basic respect 
and rights--our needs ignored, our 
bodies neglected, our voices si- 
lenced and our thoughts assassinated. 
We are sensitive to the needs of bro- 
thers and all people and if there's 
anything we can do to assist the 
brothers in the struggle we will. 
But let it be understood that our 
priority is to the prison population 
that has been most ignored for so 
long. We ask our brothers to assist 
us in combating the sexism of prison 
that puts all prisoners in prison 
for being poor, but uses the tools 
of sex and race to keep us divided 
and oppressed. 

Inner-Connections is about breaking 
down the walls that separate those 
of us imprisoned inside from those 


know why now!. . .I want it to end 
now:! Stop it nowi! Make it safe 
for our children now!!! Take this 
ache away new::! After the killing 
has stopped and the ache has gone 
then you can tell me why...not now!!! 
Alprentice 'Bunchy' Carter said 
"Black Mother I must confess that I 
still breathe though you are not yet 
free..." I say "Black Mother, Bunchy 
is dead--hée doesn't breathe anymore; 
26 other potential Bunchies are dead 
too and you've forgetten all about 
your dream of freedom and accepted 
your servitude." No longer are you 
the same Black Mother who sacrificed 
for her young--who wouldn't eat until 
she made sure her children had enough, 
who worked her fingers to the bones 
from sunrise 'til sunset to make sure 
her children were fed and clothed 
and had a roof over their heads, who 
stood in front of the door and bar- 
ricaded it from the klan and allowed 
her son to steal out the back to 
freedom and issued a verbal and men- 
tal challenge stating. . ."And, if 
in violence you spill the blood of 
my children, if you cause the blood 
of my children to fall to the earth 
(it matters not to me the reason or 





of us imprisoned outside. We be- 
lieve as long as we are under the 
illusion of separateness we can 
never achieve the solidarity nec- 
essary to win the struggle of all 
people. We want to communicate with 
sisters and brothers who are about 
the sisters' struggle, to share in- 
formation and support and to build 
unity within a system that says we 
cannot Unify. We see as a beginning 
place the need for sisters' voices 
to be heard. So our efforts are 
directed to printing a newsletter... 
“Writing for Rights: Voices Behind 
Prison Walls". The first issue will 
be out by April, 1981. Please let 
us know if you would like to receive 
it, your feelings about the things 
we're talking about in this letter, 
and ideas for future directions. We 
want sisters and brothers in the 
prisons to receive the newsletter 
free of charge. We would like your 
help by contacting family and 
friends to let them know we need 
support in this effort, so we can 
raise money for postage to keep 

it going and to spread the word. 

We welcome any donations, feedback 
and energy from sisters and brothers 
outside, as well as inside. Our 
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-by Safiya Bukhari 


cause my children may have given 
you)...I will demand your life for 
my children's blood or I will answer 
to my ancestors in the world beyond 
the grave as to the cause for my 
failure. . ." 

Where is that Motherly Love? Has 
it been lost in the scam of the get 
over; the partying and the race to 
prove you're as good as the fathers? 
You win Black Mother. They've sold 
you a bit of goods too, and your 
children are paying the price with 
their lives...and how can a people 
live if its children are destroyed? 

I understand your dilemma Black 
Mother...it's hard to suffer and 
ache continuously for over 400 years 
and still retain your capacity to 
love. It's a wonder you haven't at- 
tempted to develop a heart of stone 
before now as a shield to protect 
yourself from further pain. I un- 
derstand because I tried that too 
and it didn't work for me and it 
won't work for you. The only thing 
that will put an end to the pain is 
to find the source and cure it. 

This morning I woke to hear they 
found the body of the twenty-seventh 
child. I watched on TV while a 
Black man calmly and coolly de- 
scribed how he was driving along 
and noticed the child's body lying 
half on and off the side of the road 
just off a main intersection like 
he'd been thrown from a passing car. 
They said he'd been strangled like 
at least 15 of the others. 

Black Mother, I appeal to you, be 
the Mother that you are; come in off 
the block; get up off your knees; 
come home from the offices and save 
our children. Rekindle that love 
that is dying and put a stop to the 
killing of Black children...you have 
a responsibility, an inborn respon- 
sibility to yourself and yourself... 
because your lack of action is kill- 
ing you and your children. 

Black Mother, will this be the 


‘day you say NO MORE!?! 


--Safiya Asya Bukhari 
Black Liberation Army 
Prisoner of War 


commitment will remain strong; since 
our funds and resources are limited, 
it is very important to have the 
support of other people in the ` 
struggle. A 

In addition to the newsletter, our 
goal is to inter-connect with all 
people, most importantly you the 
sisters inside the prisons. We want 
to know what's going on and what we 
can do-together to change it. We 
don't have the back-up at this time 
to deal with why you're there or 
hook up legal activity.. Basically 
what we'll be dealing with is 
spreading the word of the conditions 
inflicted on sisters while incarcer- 
ated. We want this to lead to mak- 
ing our "invisible" sisters more 
visible to those outside and bring 
about education, organization and 
awareness of who you are. Without 
us, there has always been you. With- 
out You, there can be no Us. Let's 
‘get it on. We want to hear your 
ideas for our universal growth. 


With love in the struggle, 
The Sisters of Inner-Connections 
c/o E. Everidge 
259 S. 60th St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19139 


“On the Question of Unity” 


LETTER FROM MARION MCU. 


I send my greetings to all com- 
rades in the struggle, particularly 
those in prison. For the longest, 
i've been hearing calls from vari- 
ous quarters for unity of all Afri- 
kan prisoners on'the basis of our 
race and because our oppression is 
largely based on that fact. In the 
face of the racist injustices we 
have to confront from the so-called 
criminal justice system and the rac- 
ism of non-Black convicts, one would 
think, at first thought, that calls 
for-all-out Black unity would be 
easily realized and politically cor- 
rect. Unfortunately we run into 
other realities, just as sianifi- 
cant, which cause us to think real- 
istically on the possibility and vi- 
ability of such calls. We wonder if 
there is not more than a little 
idealism in these calls for all-out 
unity on the basis of race alone in 
view of the diversity of ideologies 
and more important, the lumpen char- 
acter of the average Black prisoner. 

As one who has been in the strug- 
ale since the streets and who came 
to jail thinking that there were 
George Jacksons all over the place, 






i have to conclude after nine years 
of observation and experience that 
calls for Black unity just on that 
basis are not enough. The fact of 
the matter is that no matter how 
political the underlying causes of 
the Black prisoner's plight, for the 
most part he sees his struggle, 
whether in the joint or out, as an 
individual problem of "get the mon- 
ey" regardless of the ethics or 
means involved. The racist oppres- 
sion of the system, the racist at- 
tacks by non-Black con groups, and 
the impact of years of revolutionary 
Propaganda in the joints and in the 
streets notwithstanding, the lumpen 
character of the average Black pris- 
oner is alive and well. 

Our cry should be for progressive 
and revolutionary unity. While we 
must continue to try to raise the 
level of consciousness of those 
around us, it is dangerous to let 
our idealism mislead us into unprin- 
cipled unity with everyone just on 
the basis of race. Afrikan people 
are one nation regardless of our 
level of unity or dis-unity. Seri- 
ous progressive and revolutionary 


cons. should not attempt unity with.. 


Jow-life lumpen no matter how dan- 
gerous the situation because it can 
only result in self-defeat some- 
where down the line. To paraphrase 
Cabral, the lumpen must destroy him- 
self as a class in order to take 
part in the revolutionary process. 
Looking back on the prison strug- 
gle from the sixties up to now, it 
seems to me that we have made many 
mistakes in our attempts to create 
a revolutionary situation. Most of 
those mistakes were honest (and 
sometimes fatal) ones caused by in- 
experience and idealism. The ques- 
tion then becomes have we learned 
from those past mistakes? The dis- 
integration of the movement in the 
seventies should cause us to stop 
and think about where we are and 
how to move from here. Within the 
disintegration of the early movement 
exists the seeds for a rejuvenation 
precisely because of the lessons to 
be learned. In terms of the prison 
struggle, our efforts now must be 
directed toward unifying the already 
committed. Those Black people both 
in and out of the joint who actually 
realize that we are at war and who 


are willing to fight. We must or- 
ganize with a view to raise our 
level of a war which up to now has 
been too one-sided. 

But we cannot seriously embark on 
a new level by thinking in the old 
ways. Just as we learned that Black 
people cannot organize the white 
community, we must realize that 
Afrikan revolutionaries cannot unite 
with unprincipled opportunist ele- 
ments who don't give a damn about 
the liberation of Afrikan people. 
When we begin to strike deadly revo- 
lutionary blows against the oppres- 
sor then we will see concrete ad- 
vances in the quantity and quality 
of revolutionary awareness among 
Our people. When organized revo- 
lutionaries effectively begin to 
raise the stakes then will we begin 
to see, out of dire necessity, Black 
unity and change of conciousness. 
Until we bring about the necessary 
conditions, calls for Black unity 
will continue to be made in a vac-' 
uum and the lumpen will continue to 
be lumpen. 


The struggle continues from, 
Marion Control Unit 
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“We Need an Army” 


LETTER FRO 


I think we had better back up a 
distance and make a new reassessment 
of our situation. I and probably 
many others should be criticized 
(severely) for what we did or did 
not do in the past. There is no 
room for emotionalism in this very, 
very, serious situation. It's going 
to take cold, calculated thinking 
and actions now. 

"We have got to build strong fami- 
ly units based on love and struggle. 
We don't have no time to play 
around. A revolutionary woman can't 
have no reactionary man. If he's 
not about liberation, if he's not 
about struggle, if he ain't about 
building a strong Black family, if 
he ain't about building a strong 
Black nation, then he ain't about 
nothing." That's a pretty powerful 
statement by Assata. Constructive 
criticism. 

I think many sisters are going to 
have to start criticizing brothers, 
or at least let them know what they 
think about certain situations per- 
taining to Black people and the 
Black Liberation struggle. Even if 
that setting is a small auditorium, 
room, etc., with a group of Black 
males and females in attendance with 
a highly political sister setting 
the format for this person-to-person 
dialogue. Sisters (revolutionary 
sisters) are going to have to start 
criticizing revolutionary and non- 
revolutionary brothers. 

"We need an army." Without ques- 
tion this is a must. Where do we 
get this army? Many questions will 
have to be asked and answered here. 
Someone. (i'm not qualified) or some 
group will have to make a serious 
probe into the contemporary psycho- 
logical makeup of Black people to 
determine why: 


Black males and females join the 
U.S. Army and not the Black Libera- 
tion Army. And this applies to all 
branches of the military (Air Force, 
Navy, Marines) under the U.S. Govern- 
ment. Many of them were unemployed 
and just drifting about before en- 
tering the service and of course 
many of them were/are apolitical. 


What were the incentives? A con- 
stant paycheck? To obtain certain 


skills? Would you believe prestige? 
Travel to different countries? 

Relatively young Black males and 
females join a department of correc- 
tions (wherever) to become correc- 
tional officers and do not join the 
Black Liberation Army instead. 

Many of them are trying to become 
members of various police depart- 
ments throughout the U.S. Why? We 
must keep in mind that many brothers 
leave the military service with dis- 
honorable discharges, but with val- 
uable skills. We must reach them, 
if necessary before entering mili- 
tary service. We must reach those 
who get out with honorable dis- 
charges and seek out and join a 
police department or a department 
of corrections. 

Massive numbers of young Blacks 
are dropping in and out of school in 
New York City, Houston, Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. Some group had: 
better try and reach these people, 
at least some of them. There are 
young Blacks 19 to 24 years old in 
the Department of Corrections, State 
of California, who are going to do a 
little time, while others, if this 
political/economic system does not 
change, are going to do some long, 
long time behind these walls. They 
will be in here well after the year 


M FOLSOM 


2000, and many will never get out-- 
maybe with a tag on his or her toe. 

Unfortunately, many of these 
“brothers" have committed atrocious 
crimes against other Blacks, includ- 
ing multiple murder (involving 
drugs). But this is what we have to 
bring into focus here. Ten and 
eleven years ago many of these broth- 
ers were no more than 12, 13 and 14 
years old. They didn't know anything 
about prison unless they had an old- 
er brother or sister there. Many 
at that age were out playing basket- 
ball or playing at getting high. 

Ten and fifteen years ago Blacks 

were not committing the kind of atro- 
cious crimes against one another as. 
they are today. Why? There is a 
sense of hopelessness and loss of 
purpose among our people. A most 
dangerous phase towards self destruc- 
tion. 

Look around you. There are 12, 

13, 14 15 year-old youngsters on 

the streets today. Will they suffer 
the same fate? Or will many of them 
be reached by the BLA or the Repub- 
lic of New Afrika and nurtered into 
a strong political/military force 
which at maturation would be the 
greatest and most successful attempt 
at liberating Black people from 
their oppression that the United 
States has ever encountered? 

Who is or what is the BLA? What 
does the RNA stand for? Many people 
don't know. That should be correct- 
ed by taking over portions and con- 
trolling certain outlets of the mass 
media. It should be told and shown 
how an individual or a particular 
group reached its political ideology, 
using the Public Broadcasting Ser- 
vice (PBS) to espouse one's politi- 
cal beliefs and to explain and an- 
swer the questions that are asked 
many times: What method does the 
RNA plan to use or are using to ac- 
quire five states centered in the 
southern part of the U.S. since the 
United States.is not going to give 
Black people nothing but a hard time? 
Once this nation is formed, what 
kind of economic system should 
benefit our needs as a whole? Will 
the United States be left as a capi- 
talist system upon the acquisition 
of these first’ five states? Capi- 
talism is good at destabilizing new- 
ly developed countries, especially 
if its emergence is a threat to 
United States interests. Who would 
we embrace as allies in such a sit- 
uation? More exposure for those 
people on the front lines who are 
leading spokespersons for Black 
liberation. One should never under- 
estimate the power and influence of 
the mass media. It has to be used 
to our advantage. ATS can do this 
by constantly publishing items re- 
garding all aspects of our struggle, 








even if it has to be done in a con- 
tinuous series. 

By this method of media control 
the various police agencies through- 
out this country can get the message 
that masses of Black people know of 
and support Assata Shakur and will 
not toleraté her being assassinated 
or imprisofed again. It should be 
made very clear to them that they 
will pay a heavy, heavy price in 
killing her. And that they should 
back off and let her go about. doing 
her work. We don't need any more 
involuntary martyrs. In fact, it 
should be expressed to them that the 
constant raids, harassment, intru- 
sions, etc., has reached the tolera- 
tion point. 

The condition that we find our- 
selves in ten years from now will be 
a reflection on what we did or did 
not do today. The same thing was 
probably said ten or eleven years 
ago. Jonathan Jackson put forth an 
effort in August of '70. Somebody 
somewhere, Some people somewhere had 
one year to plan, organize and suc- 
cessfully get George out. We know 
what happened though, don't we? 

Most people remember the Attica riot 
(rebellion) September 9-13, 1971. 
The state of New York killed 43 peo- 
ple; 35 of them was our brothers. 
They did this even though several 
countries had expressed to Rockefel- 
ler and President Nixon that they 
were willing to grant asylum to 
those men who wished to leave the 
country, to avoid a massacre. We 
know what happened, don't we? Jack- 


ie Robinson died in 1972 in New York. 


His body was lying in state at a 
cathedral in New York City. There 
was a red carpet for all dignitaries 
and invited guests who wished to 
view the body. Theré were waist 
high street barricades on each side 
of the carpet lined sidewalk. Nelson 
Rockefeller got out of his limousine 
and walked and waved as he was going 
into the cathedral. He was waving 
at his admirers lined up on both 
sides of the barricades. Literally 
hundreds of people. It's too bad he 
didn't get the proper greeting from 
one side of the barricade, which 
would have been a loud meaningless 
greeting, loud enough to have every- 
body turn their heads in that direc- 
tion, whereas on the other side of 
the barricade would have been the 
real greetings. Total chaos and 
quite successful. Sorry Rachel Rob- 
inson it had to happen here. The 
late Nelson Rockefeller left us with 
his “pants below his knees" and a 






13 


big smile on his face. This missed 
Opportunity was discussed in some 
"hole" (administrative segregation) 
in some prison in the State of Cali- 
fornia--9 years ago!! 

Some group comes into national 
prominence two years later with bold 
moves only to be virtually wiped out 
in a few months because of flamboy- 
ancy, carelessness, and lack of ex- 
perience. These happenings and oth- 
er significant incidents are the 
seeds that plant negativism into the 
minds of many people. Many people 
believe that state cannot be chal- 
lenged, and challenged successfully. 

Since we are living in a nation 
imbued with snitches and potential 
snitches, I would hope that any po- 
litical organization not looked upon 
favorably by the U.S. government 
would establish a rigid criteria for 
any new recruit. If I decide to 
join an organization I expect to be 
tested like everyone else. My back- 
ground should be thoroughly checked. 
My entire family and distant rela- 
tives should be known. That way if 
I got weak and started talking to 
the police my relatives and loved 
ones would be in grave jeopardy. 

The state cannot protect everybody. 
All my relatives and loved ones can- 
not be protected. The snitch and 

the informant would have to pay for 
their treachery. Malcolm X's body- 
guard was a New York police officer 
(unknown to Malcolm) and this is the 
man who supposedly gave Malcolm 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation when 

he was gunned down. And wasn't this 
the same man who worked his way into 
the New York Black Panther chapter 
and ultimately testified against cer- 
tain members of the Black Panther 21? 

When the late J. Edgar Hoover of 
the F.B.I. put out that $500 reward 
to: the policeman who killed Fred 


. Hampton of the Chicago chapter of 


the Black Panthers, the authorities 
had an informant working for them 
right there in the main headquarters. 
They come in all sizes, colors, at- 
tire. There shouldn't be a recur- 
rence of the past where a sister 
stood up at her courtroom trial and 
stated "How much are they paying you 
boy?" referring to the individual 
who was testifying against her, to 
do such a thing after all he had 
been through. 

Professionalize the approach to 
the solutions to our very grave 
problems. 

Continuity. This is 1981!! 


Represa CA 













Declaration of the Relatives of the R.A.F. Prisoners 


Our relatives, the political pris- 
yners of the Federal Republic of 
Germany (West Germany) are living 
in steel cells with reinforced glass 
in the airtight doors, neon light 
dazzles the whole day, screw tight- 
ened furniture, walls painted with 
special colors, permanent supervi- 
sion by electronic cameras, cell] 
transfers, etc. Exercise, mostly 
alone, takes place in a concrete 
cage in the yard. Reinforced glass 
separates lawyers, relatives, 
friends--all visitors of the prison- 
ers. No or restricted mail, books, 
total censorship, supervision and 
evaluation of all expressions of 





Strike Declaration of R.A.F. 


“THE FIGHT WILL NOT STOP 


life of the prisoners in a closed 
system, to call it in one word: 
DESTRUCTION. 

All our attempts to reach a change 
of the conditions of confinement 
have been cynically answered by the 
government. Also the demands of 
Amnesty International since 1977 
to pay attention to the prohibition 
of torture and of inhuman treatment 
have been slighted by the govern- 
ment. 

Recently three people were sen- 
tenced in Stammheim. They were 
charged with "propaganda for a ter- 
rorist organization" because they 
had openly supported the demand of 


IN PRISON” 


We, the prisoners of the Red Army 
Faction, are resuming our collec- 
tive hunaerstrike. 

We will not stop fighting against 
torture, open and covert destruc- 
tion, the whole institutionalized 
and now increased strategy to de- 
stroy our identity. 


The calculation of the state will 
not succeed in splitting the col- 
lective structure and the political 
unity of the groun by means of di- 
rect and systematic differentiation 
of imprisonment programs into iso- 
lation of single and small groups 
in the perfect high-security wings 
and by means of fictitious integra- 
tion. And at the same time it will 
not succeed in undermining the pro- 
tests of the national and interna- 
tional public, of the International 
Commission, and finally of Amnesty 
International. 


It can't succeed because the con- 
crete experience that this state is 
capable and prepared to use every 
kind of inhumanity was one of the 
conditions of our decision to rise 
and to take up arms. 

In .this situation--years of iso- 
lation from each other and cut off 
from every kind of political pro- 
cess and from the outside world--we 
are determined to break the isola- 
tion by our only effective means-- 
the collective hungerstrike--to sur- 
vive as human beings and to fight 
for a collective learning and work- 
ing process. 


We demand: 

* The application of the minimum 
guarantees of the Geneva Convention 
to the prisoners of the RAF and oth- 
er anti-imperialist resistance 
groups. 

That means concentration of these 
prisoners under conditions where 
interaction is possible (which ex- 
cludes the complete electronic, i.e. 
acoustic and optical registration 
of the communication in sound, light 
and air-controlled isolation units) 
and which are controlled by the 
"International Commission for the 
Protection of the Prisoners and 
against Isolation." 


* The release of Gunter Sonnenberg, 


for his physical recovery from his 
head injury is impossible under 
these conditions of imprisonment. ` 


The fight will not stop in the 
prison. The aims don't change, 
only our measures and the terrain 
of the guerrilla/state conflict-- 
the war continues. And so the 
state still responds in this situa- 
tion--imprisoned and unarmed--to 
our collective hungerstrike as to 
an armed operation. With all the 
measures against us there is noth- 
ing ambiguous: we are prisoners of 
war with the status of hostages. 

Solidarity and compulsion are not 
mutually exclusive. It is the prac- 
tical expression of the conscious- 
ness of each person that individual 
and collective liberation is no 
contradiction, as the miserable 
apology of individual satisfaction 
of necessities argues, but that is 
a dialectical reaction--as libera- 
tion here is not separate from the 
liberation struggle of the people 
of the Third World. Solidarity be- 
comes reality and gets strength as 
proletarian internationalism, i.e. 
to attack the common enemy, U.S. 
imperialism, in its strategic posi- 
tions in the spots where everybody 
is confronted with it. And it is 
the basis from where the lines of 
the anti-imperialist struggle will 
be standardized. 

Our hungerstrike is the expression 
of our solidarity 

*with the prisoners of the IRA 
and the INLA and with their deter- 
mination and long lasting struggle, 
their hungerstrike for political 
status. 

*with prisoners of the BRIGATE 
ROSSE (Red Brigade), with their 
struggle against the strategy of 
annihilation by conquering the po- 
litical initiative. 

*with all prisoners of the anti- 
imperialist resistance in Western 
Europe, especially in Turkey. 

*with the fight of the Palestin- 
jan prisoners for the status of 
prisoners of war. 


_*with all prisoners who have 
started to put up resistance in the 
prisons and who fight for their 
self-organization. 


Arm the resistance! 

Organize the illegality: 

Organize the anti-imperialist 
front in Western Europe! 


2/6/1981 


+: The Prisoners of the RAF: tow 
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the prisoners to be concentrated in 
small groups. ; 

On February 2, 1981 our imprisoned 
relatives have again started to 
fight by hungerstrike the state pro- 
gram of solitary confinement which 
shall destroy their political iden- 
tity. This fight is their only pos- 
sibility to break the confinement of 
their destruction. 

--Relatives of political prisoners 

in the FRG 2 





STATEMENT FROM 
WOMEN AGAINST 


IMPERIALISM, GERMANY 


Sigurd Debus was killed: 

Together with the prisoners of RAF 
he fought for association in groups. 
His struggle shows his political 
identity. Only his knowledge that 
he was fighting collectively, not as 
an individual, enabled him to fiaht 
with as much consequence as he did. 

On April 16, 1981, the hungerstrike 
of the RAF prisoners ended. Sigurd 
Debus died the same day, killed by 
the prison authorities. 

The prisoners of RAF ended their 
hungerstrike after a letter had been 
sent by the West German Secretary of 
Justice to Amnesty International, 
stating that the prison conditions 


of the political prisoners would be 


changed if the hungerstrike ended. 

On Thursday, the day the RAF pris- 
oners openly stated the end of their 
hungerstrike, Sigurd was proclaimed 
dead by the authorities. Sigurd was 
murdered. He did not die of starva- 
tion; he died of massive bleeding in 
the brain and his death is a direct 
result of the fact that he was force- 
fed and of the methods used to force- 
feed him. Sigurd was one of the 
first prisoners to be forcefed and 
he was forcefed by infusions; he was 
strapped to his bed up to 11 hours a 
day and fluid was being pumped into 
his veins. . . 

It is important, now that the hun- 
qerstrike has ended, to keep on 
fighting for better prison conditions 
for our prisoners. We know that the 
prisoners' demands will only be im- 
plemented if we continue to put pres- 
sure on the state, if we don't stop 
fighting. The end of the Irish hun- 
aerstrike last December has clearly 
shown that the state doesn't neces- 
sarily mean to do what it says. 

Ye have watched very closely the 
hungerstrike of the prisoners in 
Northern Ireland and in doing so have 
come across a great many similarities 
in the ways the British and the West 
German states have reacted to the 
strikes: 

--The nes ban and when it was bro- 
ken the disinformation in the press 
concerning the demands of the pris- 
oners, the state of health of the 
prisoners and prison conditions (how 
the no-wash protest was pictured in 
the press, news of Bobby Sands’ and 
see STATEMENT next page 
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Irish Political Prisoners’ Hunger Strike Continues 


World attention was focused in May 
on the heroic Irish republican strug- 
gle. Within a three week period, 
four political prisoners (Bobby 
Sands, Francis Hughes, Raymond 
McCreesh, and Patsy O'Hara) died 
while on hunger strike in the notori- 
ous H-Blocks of Long Kesh prison 
near Belfast. 


Four more prisoners -- Martin 
Hurson, Joseph McDonnell, Kiernan 
Doherty’and Kevin Lynch -- are cur- 


rently on hunger strike and more 
will be added in coming weeks. The 
addition of more prisoners to the 
hunger strike represents an intensi- 
fication of pressure on the British 
government to concede to the strike's 
demands. 

In 1976, the British government 
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Sigurd's deaths being given out 
falsely). as 

--The harassment the prisoners 
were subject to during the strikes 
(prisoners being kept isolated, 
raided, given false information). 
The murder (Ireland) and the intern- 
ment (H. Germany) of people doing 
solidarity work. 


--Actions of the left being an- 
swered by counteractions that were 
then described as left actions in 
the press in order to disorientate 
and alienate the public (the Cologne 
subway being bombed in W. Germany 
and the woman handing out census 
sheets being killed and the IRA be- 
ing said to have done it in order to 
work against the anti-census cam- 
paign and against the hungerstrike 
movement, etc.). 


--The general reaction of the 
state--no consultation while hunger- 
strike is going on--there are no 
political prisoners. 


We will continue to work toward a 
movement that is able to crush the 
unified Europe of repression. The 
letters we and the prisoners re- 
ceived during the hungerstrike, the 
work we did during the last hunger- 
strike in Ireland, have been a be- 
ginning. A lot still has to be 
done and we will continue to work 
together. 


--WOMEN AGAINST IMPERIALISH 


Note: In 1977 the German government 
murdered a number of RAF prisoners 
in their cells, claiming it was sui- 


wb eye, GARI Dy pean 


launched a massive campaign aimed at 
criminalizing the IRA and the revo- 
lutionary Irish struggle. Aimed par- 
ticularly at republican prisoners, 
the program withdrew the special 
political status it had previously 
recognized and attempted to force 
those arrested after March '76 to 
wear prison uniforms. When prisoners 
refused they were placed in the H- 
Blocks naked except for a blanket, 
without reading materials, access to 
other prisoners or a proper diet. 

The central demand of the hunger 
strike is for restoration of politi- 
cal prisoner status to all captured 
republican fighters. The five de- 
mands are: no prison uniform; no 
prison work; free association; 
visits, letters, parcels and recrea- 
tional facilities; and full remis- 
sion. 


The hunger strike has clearly 
shown to the world that northern 
Ireland is at war with British im- 
perialism and that the Irish free- 
dom fighters' struggle to establish 
a united and independent Ireland is 
a just one. Despite efforts by 
British and international media to 
condemn the IRA prisoners as common 
criminals and terrorists, it is the 
British government steered by 
Margaret Thatcher's iron fist which 
stands exposed to the world. 

Contrary to Margaret Thatcher's 
foolish notion that starving the 
hunger strikers will defeat the IRA 
and revolutionary republican move- 
ment, the murdered prisoners epito- 
mize the struggle and show that it 
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cannot be broken. With the deaths 
of these fighters tens of thousands 
of people have taken to the streets 
in mass demonstrations supporting 
the strike's demands and calling for 
an end to British colonial rule in 
northern Ireland. The intensifica- 
tion of the armed struggle can be 
seen on every level -- from the 
popular street violence directed 
against riot-clad British troops to 
IRA attacks on army barracks, vehi- 
cles, and military personnel. 

In the words of Martin McGuiness, 
a prominent republican, at the 
funeral of Francis Hughes, “He epit- 
omises the history of our country: 
suffering and hardship and sacrifice. 

"His body lies here beside us. But 
he lives in the little streets of 
Belfast, he lives in the Bogside, he 
lives in East Tyrone, he lives in 
Crossmaglen. te will always live in 
the hearts and minds of unconquerable 
Irish republicans in all these 
places." 


UPDATE--On June 10th, 8 IRA prisoners 
shot their way out of an Ulster jail. 
As of our press date all remain in 
safe hiding. One, Michael Anthony 
McKee, appeared at a public rally 
near Dublin on June 22 and eluded 
capture by the hundreds of police 
stationed at the rally. 

As ATS went to press, news reached 
us that two more prisoners died. 


Victory to the Hunger Strikers -- 
Political Status ‘low! 
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On April 1, 1981, political pris- 
oner Rita D. Brown filed a multi- 
million dollar lawsuit in Washington 
D.C. against the Bureau of Prisons 
and the FBI for illegally transfer- 
ring her. The transfer from the 
Federal Correctional Institute at 
Alderson to the Metropolitan Correc- 
tional Center in Chicago one year 
earlier on April 1, 1980 violated a 
federal court order to return her to 
general population in Alderson as 
well as contradicting the BOP's 
claim that they had no intention of 
moving her. 

On November 4, two days after 
Black revolutionary Assata Shakur 
escaped from a New Jersey prison, 
Rita was locked down in segregation. 
Rita and Assata had been in Maximum 
Security at Alderson together which 
caused officials to declare Rita an 
escape risk, despite her clean re- 
cord. 

Following a successful Habeas Cor- 
pus lawsuit in West Virginia, the 
BOP was ordered to return Rita to 
general population and to a program 
"substantially similar" to where she 
was before the lockdown. Instead, 
the BOP transferred her out of that 
jurisdiction to MCC, Chicago, which 
has less than 10% women and is de- 
signed for pre-trial detainees. 

MCC is by no stretch of the imagina- 
tion "substantially similar" for 
Rita. She can't work in mechanical 
services, whereas at Alderson she 
was an auto mechanic apprentice. 

She is subjected to pat searches by 
male guards daily and her access to 
the law library is limited. 

The lawsuit seeks monetary damages 
for violation of Rita's constitu- 
tional rights as well as exposing 
the BOP and FBI conspiracy to pun- 
ish Rita for her political beliefs 
and association. Rita is serving 
25 years for bank robbery and pos- 
session of a firearm. At the time 
of her arrest she was a member of 
the George Jackson Brigade.» 


Simmons Loses 
Venue Change 


Native American prisoner Jimmie 
Simmons received a major setback in 
his case when the prosecution won 
a change of venue back to Walla 
Walla, Washington in May. 

Simmons is facing murder charges 
for the death of a prison guard at 
alla Walla prison, which resulted 
from increased guard brutality 
aqainst Native prisoners. His de- 
fense team originally won a change 
of venue to Seattle. There is no 
possibility Simmons will get a fair 
trial in Walla Walla, a small 96% 
white town where the prison is one 
of the main employers. A year and 
a half ago, 93% of those polled by 
the defense already thought Jimmie 
and his brother George were guilty. 
The prosecution is hoping Simmons ' 
defense team will be unable to 
repeat the costly and time-consuming 
procedures to challenne the venue 
change. 

Simmons' trial is scheduled to 
begin in November. There is still 
a possibility he may be tried under 
Washington's newly rewritten death 
penalty statute. Simmons has stated 
he will boycott his trial if the 
judge continues to insist he be 

“-brought to court in shackles.* ~ - 
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RITA BROWN FIGHTS 
ILLEGAL TRANSFER 


The work stoppage by prisoners at 
Marion Federal Penitentiary is now 
in its ninth month. Since last 
September, prisoners in the segrega- 
tion units have refused to go to 
work to enforce their demands for an 
end to beatings by guards, the 
closing of Marion's infamous Control 
Unit, religious freedom for Muslims 
and Native Americans, better food 
and health care and increased re- 
habilitation programs. 

In an attempt to break the work 
stoppage, the prison administration 
in January closed Marion's printing 
and metal industries, locking out 
prison workers and declaring the 
stoppage over. However, prisoners 
in the maximum security facility 
have refused to return to work in 
the laundry, kitchen and other main- 
tenance areas. The prison has been 
forced to bring in prisoners from 
a minimum security camp near Marion 
in order to keep the- prison func- 
tioning. To "legalize" the admin- 
istration's actions, Marion has been 


Work Stoppage Continues at Marion 









granted an "exemption" to laws re- 
quiring federal prisons to give 
prisoners access to work. 


The administration still refuses 
to alleviate any of the conditions 
responsible for the strike. Instead 
they have used the stoppage as an 
excuse to increase repression and 
have stepped up plans to convert 
Marion into one large control unit. 
Already the general population has 
been broken into 5 separate housing 
units, physically isolated from each 
other. Prisoners in the different 
units use separate yards, have sep- 
arate meal times and use of the law 
library. 







Guard violence against prisoners 
has continued throughout the stop- 
page. In May the prison goon squad 
beat prisoners after they refused 
to return to their cells. 

For more information contact the 
National Committee to Support the 
Marion Brothers, 962 Warder, St. 
Louis, MO 63103 š 







Alhakk Defense Committee Member 
Exposed as Government Agent 


Yusef Alhakk, a Black activist 
imprisoned in Attica on frame-up 
robbery charges, has recently dis- 
covered that a former member of his 
defense team, Cynthia Dwyer, was a 


government agent. Dwyer has been re- 
cently released from prison in Tehe- 
ran, Iran, where she was accused of 
being a CIA spy, and has admitted 
the U.S. sent her to set up an un- 
successful rescue operation in Iran. 
Dwyer, who said she was a free 
lance journalist, joined Alhakk's 
defense committee in 1979. Very 
soon after she visited, without Al- 
hakk's consent, the pharmacist he 
was accused of robbing and harassed 
him. Later, the pharmacist reported 
to the court that he had received an 
anonymous phone call threatening his 
life. In January, 1980, during the 
trial, Dwyer brow beat a prosecution 
witness in the hallway outside the 
courtroom. This witness, who claimed 
to have worked at the pharmacy on the 
night of the alleged robbery, was 


Racist Judge Disqualified 


. called back almost in tears to the 
witness stand to report about Dwyer's 
intimidation. These Cointelpro-type 
tactics of threats and intimidation 
were clearly designed to discredit 
Alhakk and his supporters. 


Alhakk describes how this govern- 
ment interference "is not unusual. 
The FBI also planted an agent on the 
Geronimo Pratt Defense Committee to 
disrupt his defense of their bogus 
charades. How much longer are we 
going to allow the politically re- 
pressive U.S. Government to railroad 
Black activists into prison?" 


' Petitions are being circulated to 
Amnesty International asking them 

to investigate the case of Alhakk and 
other political prisoners in the U.S. 
For copies of that petition as well 
as to send letters of solidarity, you 
can write to The Committee to Free 
Yusef Alhakk and All Political Pris- 
oners, 42 C Carolina St., Buffalo, 

NY 14291." 


Rita Silk Nauni Released on Bail 


On September 19, 1979, Rita Silk, 
a 32 year old Sioux woman defended 
herself and her son against an 
attack by two Oklahoma City Airport 
police officers. As a result of 
her action Rita was charged with 
Ist degree murder, convicted by an 
all-white jury of Ist degree man- 
slaughter and attempted murder, and 
convicted by racist Judge Cannon to 
150 years in prison with an appeal 
bond set at $100,000. 

On March 27, 1981, the $100,000 
was raised and Rita was released 
from prison. She was out for 4 days 
before Judge Cannon, arbitrarily 
declared the bond invalid and ille- 
gally re-issued the old warrants 
for her arrest. Rita was forced to 
return to McAlester Prison. 

At a hearing on the bond's valid- 
ity, on April 6, Judge Cannon re- 
fused to admit Attorney William 
Kunstler to argue on Rita's behalf 
at the hearing, thus denying her 
constitutional due process and right 


- zo to her own counsel- Judge Cannon -7-7 
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ordered Kunstler removed from the 
courtroom when he tried to confer 
with the defense team, and found 
him in contempt of court. 

At another hearing on April 28 
before the Oklahoma State Court of 
Criminal Appeals, the judges found 
that Judge Cannon had violated the 
judicial Canon of Ethics and that 
his "impartiality might reasonably 
be questioned," and they dis- 
qualified him from hearing anything 
further on the case. They reinsta- 
ted the bond, and Rita was again 
released from prison April 30, 1981. 

While celebrating victory at this 
stage, the battle is not over. An 
appeals trial must still be fought, 
funds to cover all the extra and un- 
necessary litigation must be found, 
and Rita needs support in re - 
establish her personal life. Dona- 
tions may be sent to : Francis 
Wise, Coordinator, Rita Silk Defense 
Committe, Native American Defense 
Center, 2830 Robinson, Oklahoma City, 


OK 7G 109 sR assee 


NEWS 


Alexander Convicted 
in Soledad Trial 


The second trial of Leonard Alex- 
ander on charges stemming from a 
racial altercation at Soledad Pris- 
on ended on February 22. The Decem- 
ber, 1979 altercation involved over 
290 white, Black and Mexican prison- 
ers. Fourteen white and Mexican 
prisoners were beaten and stabbed 
when Black prisoners retaliated 
for repeated and escalating attacks 
on Blacks during that year. 

Alexander was one of 23 Black pris- 
oners indicted folowing the incident. 
He received a hung jury, along with 
two other defendants, during his 
first trial. During the second tri- 
al, an all white jury found him in- 
nocent of the assault charges but 
somehow guilty of "conspiracy to 
commit murder" and assault. Evidence 
such as excessively bloody photos of 
the victims, as well as testimony 
ruled prejudicial against the defen- 
dant in the first trial was allowed 
by the new judge, as well as system- 
atic exclusion of Black and Third 
World jurors by the prosecution. 

Alexander describes this so-called 
trial as "a further example of the 
brotherhood of racism that exists 
between the prison system, the 
courts, and the racist elements that 
still exist in the minds of the pub- 
lic as a whole." He says that these 
forces want to use the convictions 
"as an example to destroy the spirit 
and solidarity of the brothers here 4 
at Soledad--but I, and other brothers 
who have embraced our traditional 
struggle for survival will remain 
dedicated to our struggle, because,,, 
we know in the end we shall be vic- 
torious." 
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Navajo, Hopi Resist 
Government Attack 


The U.S. government is continuing 
its efforts to disperse and destroy 
the Dine (Navajo) and Moqui (Hopi) 
peoples and their homelands in Ari- 
zona and New Mexico. Acting as the 
agent for several coal companies, 
the U.S. has fabricated and fomented 
a so-called "boundary dispute" be- 
tween the two peoples. It then pro- 
poses to "resolve" this dispute by 
reducing the allowable livestock in 
the Joint Use Aree near Big Mountain, 
Arizona, and by relocating as many 
as 100C Navajo people. Coal com- 
panies will then come in and strip 
mine thousands of acres, completely 
destroying the land. The Navajo 
people have declared they will re- 
sist any attempts to relocate then. 

In a related struggle in New Mexi- 
co, Navajo people continue to strug- 
gle against the strip mining plans 
of the Consolidated Coal Company. 

On July 31, 1980, Navajo people oc- 
cupied a Consolidated Coal compound 
near Burnham for six hours until 
they were attacked by about 100 Na- 
vajo and BIA police, SHAT team mem- 
bers and FBI agents. Fourteen peo- 
ple were arrested and have been sub- 
jected to prison sentences, fines 
and harassment. 

However, the struggle continues to 
save the land and defend the rights 
of the traditional people. 

--From information supplied by AIM 
for Freedom Survival Group, 1728 8th 
Ave., Oakland CA 94606, (415) 834- 
6034. 


Dessie Woods Free! 


Dessie Hoods was released on pa- 


role from the Georgia Homens Msasa 
stitute of Corrections in early Ju- 


ly. 'loods had been convicted by an 
all-white jury for the 1975 murder 

of her would-be white rapist. At 

the time of her release Dessie had 
served six years of a 22 year sen- 
tence marked by forced druggings and ` 
beatings at the hands of prison of- - 
ficials. 


Comrades, Sisters and Brothers: 


We are making a special appeal to you for Sustainer Contributions, Subscriptions to the Journal, 
and to help us by establishing Distribution Networks. 


The Journal is produced by New Afrikan POWs; it is primarily distributed — free — to POWs and 
other prisoners. The Journal has gained a wide readership on both sides of the walls, and requests for it 
from prisoners and from individuals and organizations outside grow with the publication of each issue, 


But the Journal needs the financial support of its readers; and of our Movement and its supporters, 


if it is to continue. 


We need you to send us a Sustainer’s Contribution for 1981 .. . Subscribe to the Journal for the 
remainder of 1981 . . . Order a Bundle of POW Journals, and establish a Distribution Network in your 
community . . . Collect $1.00 per month from friends and relatives and help support the continued publi- 
cation of the POW Journal and other NAPO projects of vital importance to our Movement. 


Journal Sustainers: 


I wish to become a POW Journal Sustainer for 1981 and enclose by (check or money order) for (check 
one); $25 $50 $100 or more $ 


Journal Subscribers: 


I wish to see the POW Journal survive. Enclosed is my (check or money order) for $10.00 to cover the 
subscription for Books 8 thru 12 (for the remainder of 1981). 


Bulk Rate Orders: 


We want to see the Journal survive. Enclosed is our (check or money order) for 


one or more) 
Book 8 


Book 9 

Book 10 
Book 11 
Book 12 


Send to: POW Journal 
c/o NAPO 
P. O. Box 7872 


Chicago, IL 60680 
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FREE EMMA 
CUNNINGHAM 


Emma Cunningham is a Black woman 
on death row in Hardwick, Georgia 
for allegedly peeking in a window. 

The state alleges that Emma's hus- 
band, James Cunningham, robbed a 63- 
year old white man, and, in the 
course of the robbery, killed him. 
When Emma Cunningham went to see 
about her husband, she was arrested 
and charged with murder. The state 
had absolutely no evidence to sub- 
stantiate the charges, so the prose- 
cutor told Cunningham they would take 
her children away from the home of 
her parents if she didn't sign a 
statement saying that she had peeked 
into a window before the robbery and 
received some of the robbery money. 
Officials even paid a female inform- 
er $200 to lie and say that Emma had 
confessed to her. 

Both Emma and her husband have 
stated that she had no prior know- 
ledge of the crime and took no part 
in it. Though even the state never 
alleged that she was directly con- 
nected with the murder or robbery, 
she was found guilty of "vicarious 
liability" and sentenced to death. 

Since her conviction in 1979, 
Cunningham's case has received al- 
most no attention by the media. Her 
motion for a new trial--which listed 
22 constitutional violations in the 
original trial--was denied. Her hu- 
man rights have been consistently 
violated, and she has been raped by 
guards while in prison. 

Cunningham's case will be given 
its mandatory hearing by the Georgia 
Supreme Court in September. The 
court will be forced to rule whether 
the death penalty can be imposed if 
one is convicted only of conspiracy 


to commit murder, But it ig, crucial, 
PAP Emman SEn 


ntive’ conviction is to be 
overturned, that strong community 
pressure be put on the state. Let- 
ters demanding Emma's release can be 
sent to: Governor George Busbee, 
Governor's Office, Atlanta, GA 30314. 
Letters of support and donations 
(money orders only) can be sent to 
Emma Cunningham Legal Defense Fund, 
P.O. Box 218, Clinic, Hardwick, GA 
31034. 








copies of: (check 


Bulk Rates Per Issue: 
10-30: $2.00 each Single issues: $2.50 
31-75: $1.50 each 

76-100: $1.00 each 





ORGANIZATION (if applicable) 


BLACK AUGUST fr. p4 


History Month" reflects the class 
aims of the Black petty bourgeoisie 
who sees the material trinkets and 
privileges of the ruling class as 
the legitimate aims of Afrikan free- 
dom and self-determination. The 
history and resistance of Afrikan 
peoples under Black History Month is 
projected as a struggle waged by 
Afrikans to prove their rights as 
being part of the human family, 
struggles aimed at proving Afrikan 
worth and disproving the exploitive 
theories of Afrikan worth, and dis- 
proving the exploitive theories of 
Afrikan inferiority. The forms of 
struggle and the figures exemplify- 
ing those forms of struggle are de- 
fined in connection to the class 
aims of the Black petty bourgeoisie. 
They are selected and presented in 
the context of promoting the class 
aims of the petty bourgeoisie as the 
aims of the oppressed Afrikan peo- 
ples in general. Black History 
Month, in its promotion of Afrikan 
history, and resistance has objec- 
tively been able to present its 
class role in Afrikan history as the 
legitimate role of Afrikan people. 

The role and class position occu- 
pied by the Black petty bourgeoisie 
inside of the dominant white ruling 
class culture objectively places 
them in the material position to in- 
fluence the thought patterns of the 
masses of Afrikan peoples. Through 
the manipulative control of the me- 
dia and the key positions they are 
strategically placed in the enemy 
super structure. 

As New Afrikan freedom fighters, 
our task is to pull the peoples away 
from this petty bourgeois influence. 
The concept of Black August Resis- 
tance is our primary tool for re- 
defining the relations of Afrikans 
to liberation--that is--building 
New Afrikan Revolutionary Culture 
based on struggle against the domi- 
nant enemy culture. Since there can 
be no talk of revolutionary culture 
which does not aim at the revolu- 
tionary overthrow of the exploitive 
culture in its totality, we must 
seek every step of broadening Black 
August Resistance influence and pop- 


ularizing its appeal to clearly dis- 
tinguish it from the bankrupt nar- 
row cultural nationalism of the 
Black petty bourgeois nationalist. 
Broadening the class roots and per- 
spectives of Black August Resistance 


-has to reclaim the revolutionary and 


militant legacy of Afrikan resis- 
tance and those martyrs who stood 
firmly on the principles of uncom- 
promising struggle against our ene- 
mies and his sick, anti-human ex- 
ploitive ways. There exists a ten-- 
dency to define Black in progressive 
or revolutionary terms, without hav- 
ing the slightest understanding of 
its class interest/aims or ideas one 
is supporting. This tendency is a 
serious shortcoming on the part of 
many class conscious freedom fight- 
ers who objectively find themselves 
in support of ideas and practices 
opposed to Black August Resistance. 
The development of this tendency un- 
dermines the militant revolutionary 
stand to these ideas and practices 
which foster exploitive values rath- 
er than revolutionary values. The 
point is that we are anticipating a 
monumental thrust in the Black Au- 
gust Resistance program circulation. 
The broader that thrust, the broader 
and more varied will be the tenden- 
cies to understand it--co-opt it and 
liquidate its revolutionary basis. 
For that reason, we must see the 
line within our ranks so that we 
will be able to. consolidate our 
thrust on all fronts. 

It is our view that Black August 
Resistance this year should be co- 


ordinated under clear objectives for 
achieving the primary revolutionary 
task of culture building. Building 
which must take place in opposition 
to hostile concepts which are pre- 
sently holding the peoples' con- 
sciousness in bondage. 

We think to effectively mobilize/ 
organize and develop this year's 
Black August Resistance program from 
the Babylonian sector, requires us 
setting forth: 

1. A clear ideological line for 
the development of Black August 
Resistance; 

2. Establishing over-all strategic 
goals for Black.August Resis- 
tance on the ideological and 
political levels; 

3. Clearly defining the principles 
building its concrete implemen- 
tation in accordance to the di- 
versity on the mass level by 
New Afrikan Freedom Fighters on 
both sides of the walls. 

We think these basic requirements 
will set the proper tempo for this 
year's Black August Resistance pro- 
grams and will serve to multiply 10 
times the concrete support and popu- 
larizing of Black August Resistance 
among Afrikan peoples. The material 
shift in our forces places us ob- 
jectively in an unprecedented posi- 
tion as regards material ability to 
realize our objectives. 


ERA OF ORDER AND PURPOSE! 
BLACK AUGUST RESISTANCE 'TIL LIB- 
ERATION! 
~-A Statement from the Field 








To the People fr. p.10 


napped is in the visiting room at 
Folsom Prison when they were fortu- 
nate enough to get visits on the 
same day. They are separated even 
though they don't want to be, but 
the machinery does this to try to 
keep them confused and divided. 

Ye have pointed out one level the 
machinery operates on, but there is 
another level, much more deadly... 
the racist police of Placer County 
(there are few, if any, Blacks in 
Placerville and Placer County) are 
constantly threatening the brothas 
verbally, tryin to invent excuses to 
blow them away (when they walk Sekou 
ANYWHERE one keeps hold of Sekou's 
waistchain with one hand and carries 
his .45 COCKED in the other hand), 
and placing them in life threaten- 
ing situations, i.e., the brothas 
are chained hand and foot and are 
placed in holding cells with known 
white racists who are not even hand- 
cuffed, let alone chained up. It's 
a helluva feeling to be shackled 
hand and foot in a little room, in 
a racist county, with 8 to 9 un- 
chained whites and you're the only 
Blackman there (remember, the bro- 
thas NEVER go to court together). 
The police are constantly implying 
to these brothas how much they'd 


like to blow them away; and on one 
Occasion during Sekou's preliminary 
hearing the JUDGE claimed he heard 
a noise on the roof of the court- 
house building...proceedings were 
stopped immediately for a full 's 
hour to 45 minutes while the police 
searched the entire building thor- 
oughly: Needless to say, nothing 
and no one was found. Full S.W.A.T. 
teams and back up police are used 
to take these brothas to and from 
court and are with them, guns at the 
ready, all the time that they're 
going through the kangaroo proceed- 
ings. 

We ask and urge you to support 
these brothas by coming to court, 
offering legal assistance, or 
whatever else you can do. These 
two brothas are the only Blacks in 
the court room/courthouse when they 
go to court...SEPARATELY. They 
have repeatedly urged their so- 
called attorneys to get/request a 
change of venue; their "attorneys" 
have yet to make this effort. It 
is up to us to support and protect 
these brothas and our Black people. 
A brief look at our situation in 
this land (Atlanta, Buffalo, Miami, 
Nazi/Klan activities, police kill- 
ings of our people and other peoples 
of color, courts that railroad the 
the have nots and peoples of color, 
more ‘prisons being built, a worsen- 
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ing economic situation, etc.) shows 
us that we must do all we can do to 
help one another in whatever way we 
can. 

These two brothas are going to 
court at the Placer County Court- 
house in Placerville, California. 
You cən call there and find out 
their court dates...our brothas need 
some Black and positive people in, 
that courtroom. It might also help 
to write Judge Wyle, Governor 
Brown, and anyone else you can 
think of to let them know that you 
are aware of this blatant example 
of misjustice that is taking place 
in Placerville, California. 

Thank you 


Family of Sekou Kambon 


For more information contact: 

Malaika Kambon 

c/o Community Law Offices 

414 Gough St. Suite #3 

Ivy Court 

San Francisco, CA (415)861-6600 or 
(415)931-2432 





CONVENTION fr. p.6 


and outline the sources of New Afri- 
kan law and the order of precedence 
of RNA decision making and working 
bodies and officials. 

On June 6, 1981 at the final ses- 
sion of the NAPC in Detroit, Michi- 
gan, delegates will decide important 
issues regarding Article 6 of the 
Code. As presently written the Code 
Proposes a Peoples Revolutionary 
Leadership Council with five voting 
members which will direct the day to 
day implementation of PCC decisions. 
In Chicago delegates debated whether 
this body should exist, whether it 
should be inside or outside the PCC, 
and whether the PCC could implement 
its own decisions without a leader- 
ship body to direct day to day opera- 
tions. 

These questions will once again be ` 
raised on June 6, 1981 and delegates 
will decide what structure and pro- 
cedures to place in the final draft 
of the newly Amended Code of Umoja 
before it is submitted to New Afri- 
kans for a vote on June 27, 1981. 
The structure of the New Afrikan 
Peoples Court (RNA National Court), 
the Peoples District Courts and the 
Judicial Power of the PCC is the sub- 
ject of Article 7 of the Code of 
Umoja and the method of amending the 
Code is the subject of Article 8. 

Under the present Code there is a 
President and Vice Presidents elect- 
ed to implement PCC decisions. Pro- 
ponents of the New Code support the 
elimination of these offices. They 
argue that history has shown that 
these positions foster individual- 
istic leadership. 

At the first session of the NAPC in 
Atlanta on November 28, 1980, RNA 
President Sister Dara Abubakari an- 
nounced her support for collective 
leadership and the newly Amende 
Code of. Umoja. - eri np 

The Eastern Regional Vice President 
of the RNA Ahmed Obafemi delivered 
the opening address at the NAPC in 
Chicago on March 28, 1981. Obafemi 
urged continuous movement toward a 
Revolutionary Provisional Government 
and said the newly proposed Code once 
finished would aid the push in that 
direction. 

Midwest Vice President Chokwe 
Lumumba spoke at a forum immediately 
following the Convention along with 
Attorney Larry Kennon from Chicago 
and Vice President Ethereo Akinshe- 
gun from Atlanta. Lumumba and Ken- 
non were attorneys in the Pontiac 
Brothers case. Kennon detailed the 
Pontiac Case and Lumumba urged that 
the ultimately successful New Afri- 
kan Liberation struggle is the only 
way to end racist trials and racist 
political imprisonment of New Afri- 
kan People. Akinshegun reminded the 
Convention that the New Afrikan Na- 
tion is and has been under attack 
and at war since its inception in 
1660. "America wages war against 
us," he said, "and the Atlanta Chil- 
dren murders and Black men with 
their hearts cut out in Buffalo is 
part of it." Akinshegun noted that 
Black people's unawareness of the 
existence of the conflict and the 
seriousness of it places us ata 
dangerous disadvantage. 

The Convention was chaired by PCC 
Chairwoman Fulani Sunni Ali. About 
100 persons participated. About 
forty delegates attended. 

For further information on the 
convention, contact any of the fol- 
lowing persons. Midwest: Kwame 
Kalimara, 4545 S. Drexel Blvd., 
Chicago, IL 60653, (312) 221-9750, 
(312) 285-2600; East Coast: Sister 
Nehanda, Manhattan Station, Box 1184, 
New York, NY 10027, (914) 965-5509; 
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creark. Soledad Prison Poets 


Response to Assata fr. p.8 


enough to attend parents' nights or 
join the Parents Advisory Councils. 
They'd rather take their lack of 
parental responsibility and blame it 
on the schools. 

My husband is at Tracy and he tells 
me not to give up. If I reach only 
one child I should be happy. I want 
to reach more and I'll keep on 
trying. No child learns in just the 
isolated settina of the classroom 
five hours a day. There are 19 other 
hours to be accounted for. If you 
can't place the blame where it really 
belongs, at least try to be more 
equitable. 

Secondly, the essay on Black 
Prisoners by Hugo Pinell was a state- 
ment of courage that was profoundly 
thought provoking. I am especially 
grateful for his explanation’of the 
Basic Movement Program and the 
simplicity of its tenets. To most 
black people in this country, being 
black has meant wearing an afro 
hairdo and wearing a dashiki. To 







~ 
iS 





(ho 
ULTIMATUM fr. p.5 


Since his disappearance, the US 
government has spread the lie that 
Alfredo is in the protective custody 
of the Witness Program. They are 
trying to discredit the eleven, to 
undermine the great support that 
they've received, and to break their 
unity. From May 17th through May 
26th, the other ten went on a hunger 
strike to demonstrate their complete 
faith in Alfredo and their unbreak- 
able unity and discipline. 

The ultimatum by the clandestine 
organizations puts the US government 
in an untenable position. They 
can't release Alfredo into general 
population for fear that he'll ex- 
pose the torture he has undergone 
and the lies the government has 
spread about him. But if Alfredo 
remains missing, the US faces seri- 
ous reprisals from the Puerto Rican 
revolutionary forces and its sup- 
porters. After the murder of POW 
Angel Rodriguez Cristobal, the same 
three revolutionary organizations 
attacked a US Navy bus, killing two 
sailors and wounding ten. This ul- 
timatum is not an idle threat. 

Since Alfredo's disappearance, the 
US Attorney's offices in New York, 
Chicago, and San Francisco have been 
occupied and disrupted. Also, a 


press conference in Los Angeles by 
—————————_——==—=_maeac=»cu“="_ 


West Coast: Daramola Akinshegun, 

Box 6901, San Francisco, CA 94101, 
(415) 654-4480; National Territory: 
Fulani Sunni Ali, 8810 Morrison Road, 
oe Orleans, LA 70127, (504) 242- 
7728. 
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US Atto 


say that black is beautiful is fine 
but it's hardly a cry of revolution. 
A culture is a system of shared sym- 
bols and examples that holds a 
society together. Within that cul- 
ture, we are kindred souls simply 
because we understand one another. 
Let us who are outside of the 
prisons, know and share this basic 
program so that together, all of us, 
can help to bring about the changes 
so sorely needed in this country. 
Finally, I would like to ask if 
there is an organization or support 
group for wives of prisoners. I 
need to share feelings with others 
in the same circumstances as myself. 
Sixteen months (with many more to 
come) of enforced separation is 
taking its toll. I feel as if I too 
am serving time even though I'm not 
locked away in prison. Freedom 
isn't always being on the outside. 


Mary Ellen Bias-Scott 
Los Angeles, CA 


í 
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rney General \Jilliam French 
Smith was disrupted by Alfredo's 
supporters and the US government 
has received thousands of letters 
demanding Alfredo's return. 
Supporters are asked to continue 
the pressure on the US government 
by writing the Attorney General 
William French Smith at 10th and 
Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, . 
DC 20530. Demand Alfredo's immedi- 
ate return to general population as 
well as reinstatement of all visit- 
ing rights by his family and legal 
advisors. » 


Petition fr. p.14 


and règulations concerning their 





_ assignments. 


THAT Blacks have access to records 
of enlisted and potential white em- 
ployees in the Department of Correc- 
tions to make some determination as 
to the degrees of character, traits 
and prejudices of these individuals. 
There are too many racist white em- 
Pployees in the lock up units and‘ in 
the gun towers which proves to be 
detrimental to Black Prisoners. 

_ THAT Black Prisoners have the same 
opportunities as white prisoners to 
gain positions. in the vocational, 
educational and job assignments. 

THAT white employees in the De- 
partment of Corrections stop creat- , 
ing racial tension and conflict 
among all prisoners. 

For more information or for copies 
of this petition, contact Community 
Law Offices, 414 Gough Street, 

Suite #3 Ivy Court, San Francisco, 
CA 94117, Attn: Legal Mail s 


Pontiac fr. p.1 


31 Black and Latin prisoners; 17 
were charged with 12 counts each for 
the murder of the guards; 14 were 
charged with other felonies. The 


State's attorney announced he would 
-seek the death penalty for convic- 
tion on any murder count. 

The State of Illinois tried the 
14 Brothers with lesser felony 
charges first, hoping to secure 
easy convictions that would bolster 
their prosecution of the 17. But 
many of the trials ended in acquit- 
tals and convictions on minor char- 
ges, exposing the shakiness of the 
state's case. 

Even though jurors in the first 
death penalty trial had over 57 
counts of murder to consider, ac- 
quittals in the first trial came 
after just five hours. 

The jurors never seriously con- 
sidered the murder charges in their 
deliberations. State witnesses con- 
tradicted each other and their own 
prior statements. The state had re- 
lied on a racist appeal to white ju- 
rors to cover up the inadequacy of 
its case, and portrayed the Pontiac 
rebellion as a "conspiracy" by 
Black prison gangs. But the jurors 
rejected these arguments. One white 
juror stated after the trial, "I 
kept looking for facts that could 
support the prosecution, but I 
couldn't find any." 

From the beginning of the Pontiac 
case, leadership developed by Black 
prisoners set the tone for the 
Brothers' defense. 

Shortly after the rebellion the 
Pontiac Prisoners Organization (PPO) 
and NAPO, at Pontiac and Stateville, 
Illinois, issued a combined call to 


defend any prisoners indicted for 
alleged involvement in the rebel-_ 
lion. Slogans such as "Smash the 
frame-up," "Put the state on trial" 
and "The people are the best judg- 
es" were initiated by prisoners. 
Defense work was created based on 
the meaning of these slogans. 

Defense committees and community 
groups formed to build support in 
Chicago's Black community, creating 
mass awareness of the case and a 
large pool of Black people informed 
and willing to serve on the jury. 
In the white community, the Pontiac 
Prisoners Support Coalition did ex- 
tensive work to educate whites 
about the real conditions leading 
to the rebellion and the racist na- 
ture of the case. 

It was this outside support work 
that made the victory in the case 
possible. It shows the difference 
that a political defense and support 
can make. 

The Pontiac Brothers, despite the 
threat of the death penalty, pro- 
vided leadership for the outside 
support groups. and struggled along 
with their attorneys in developing 
defense strategy. 


POW Motion Filed 


In July, 1980, lawyers for six of 
the Pontiac Brothers filed a motion 
seeking a dismissal of charges on 
the grounds that the U.S. lacks 
jurisdiction over Black people, "who 
at no time...knowingly and intelli- 
gently consented to either their 
forced separation from the Afrikan 
continent or the imposition of Uni- 
ted States or State jurisdiction 
over them....The defendants are .... 
citizens of the Republic of New 
Afrika, a nation held captive and 
colonized by the USA." 


The motion argued that Blacks 
charged with conscious acts of re- 
bellion against U.S. colonialism had 
the right to be.treated as prisoners 
of war under international law. 


Over four hundred defense motions 
were rejected by Judge Ben Miller in 
the first Pontiac trial. Court com- 
plicity with the prosecution 
throughout the trial included the 
ruling that the trial of the 16 
Brothers be split into two trials, 
at state attorneys' request. Judge 
Miller also refused to let defense 
attorneys question prospective ju- 
rors, approved payment for defense 
work that was a fraction of funds 
allocated to state prosecutors and 
investigators, and repeatedly held 
defense attorneys in contempt for 
pointing out unfair procedures and 
for arguing vigorously on their cli- 
ents' behalf. 


Now, following their failure to 
legally lynch the Pontiac Brothers, 
Illinois state and prison officals 
have begun reprisals against them. 
Almost all the Brothers still in 
prison have been placed in segrega- 
tion. Two Brothers have been trans- 
ferred to segregation at Stateville, 
and one Brother has been involuntar- 
ily placed in protective custody at 
Menard. Illinois. : 


Five of the Brothers who had 
served out their original sentences 
have been released from prison. 
Support work for the Pontiac Broth- 
ers is now focusing on freedom for 
the Brothers who remain inside, and 
on forcing the state to guarantee 
their safety. Supporters are also 
demanding that charges be dropped 
against one of the 14 Brothers fac- 
ing lesser charaes, who is still to 
be tried. a 


SS nner 


RNA on the 1 fr p.5 


remote declaration of sympathy, but 
a position which arises from common 
experience in the battle against 
American imoerialism in North 
America. 5 

On August 18, 1971, eleven New 
Afrikan freedom fighters were taken 
as prisoners as the United States 
F.B.I. and Jackson Mississippi 
SOLDIER (city police) launched a 
three-hundred round, 6:30 a.m. as- 
sault on the RNA residence in 
Jackson, Mississinpi. Members of 
the RNA-11 successfully defended 
themselves leaving one SOLDIER dead 
and a F.B.I. acent and one other 
SOLDIER cop wounded. No New Afrikan 
fatalities or injuries occurred but 
the RNA~11 were arrested and con- 
victed on trumped uo murder and con- 

_spiracy charges. They became 
Prisoners of War for acts of self- 
defense and defense of our struqale. 

In a sense the eleven Puerto Rican 
Prisoners of War who We honor here 
are likewise imprisoned for self- 
defense. They are charged with acts 
of armed resistance to American im- 
perialism. These acts were designed 
to liberate Puerto Rico from the 
daily violence and agcression of im 
perialism. Such acts are the ulti- 
mate righteous acts of self-defense 
of an entire people by its libera- 
tion fighters. : 

In fact the self-defense aspect of 
liberation strugcle - the need to 
struggle and win in defense of our 
lives is highlighted by the comments 
of the U.S. Judees who recently sen- 
tenced the FALN-11 to periods from 
60 to 99 years. The Judge said that 
he would sentence these warriors to 
death if the federal laws allowed it. 
(In fact the U.S. federal laws will 
probably allow such sentence for acts 


‘of resistance soon). The statement 


by the Judge gives us the clear view 
of the imperialist attitude. It 
underscores the imperialist intent 
to kill, and demonstrates the truth 
in the nroposition that for the free- 
dom fighter and the oppressed the 
struggle against imperialism is a 
matter of life or death. 


To the FALN-11 and all Puerto Rican 
Prisoners of War Ne pledae’ our con- 
tinuina commitment to wace New 
Afrikan liberation struggle against 
the beast. As it is true that your 
revolutionary spirit cannot be held 
behind bars, it is true that the 
spirit of revolutionaries on the out- 
side can not be locked out. We shall 
join spirits - our spirits will join 
yours. This shall not be a romantic 
or mystic act, but a spiritual and 
material accomplishment which will 
ultimately shatter the foundation of 
the imperialist state and profoundly 
effect the world. 

To the Puerto Rican People, We 
pledge that our struggle will con- 
tinue as does yours. Together these 
struggles along with the Chicano- 
Mexicano struacle and the Native 
American struggle threaten imoerial- 
ism in its guts. 

Last and least, to the American 
imperialist state (the Sovernment), 
economic powers and racist sunpor- 
ters of the USA, We pledge that We 
will in fact, recite your eulogy. 

We will note how a state which 
dropned atom bombs in Japan mur- 
dering hundreds of thousands, Napalm 
in Vietnam killing millions, and 
dope in the New Afrikan Communities 
in America devastating entire 
societies, was quick to give 60 to 
90 years sentences to FALN soldiers 
who allecedly attacked imperialist 
institutions with 28 bombs which 
killed no-one. We will loudly note 
20 


how a system which pardoned Lt. 
Calley after his participation in 
massacres in Vietnam and refused to 
try Richard Nixon and other accom- 
Plices of higher rank, was quick to 
send, the RNA-11 to prison for de- 
fending their lives. We will note 
how a state which boldly condemned 
the Iranians as kidnappers and 
barbarians was a state which was 
built from the kidnapping of 
Afrikans and the barbaric murder of 
Afrikans, Native Americans, Chicano- 
‘Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in 
America. We will note how that 
state kidnanped the government of 
Iran in 1953 and put it in the hands 
of the Shah who held it hostage for 
20 years. 

We will note how a system and a 
state which dogs the youne street 
bandit as a thief, a murderer or a 
rapist, is the same state that has 
stolen an entire continent in the 
Western Hemisphere and an entire 
peonle from the east, the same state 
that has mindlessly murdered entire 
segments of national populations 
which were red, black, or brown, 
and the same state that has histori- 
cally commercialized, legalized 
and/or tacitly promoted the indis- 
criminate rape of New Afrikan, 
Chicano, Puerto Rican and Native 
American women. Yes, we will 
eloquently recite the eulogy of the 
Master criminal who has disdained 
Us, the black, the red, the brown, 
the poor, the wretched, the oppres- 
sed, the colonized - for our re- 
sponses to the master crimes. To the 
U.S.A. We pledge that Ne will recite 
your eulocy at your demise and We 
will be present to stomp your ashes 
and spit on your grave. 


FREE THE LAND! 


FREE ALL OUR POLITICAL PRISONERS! 
FREE ALL OUR PRISONERS OF WAR! 


A/C Demands fr. p.7 


1. We are demanding an investi- 
gation into the excessive brutality 
of physical and chemical force used 
against prisoners here by guards 
April 17th and 20th. We are parti- 
cularty concerned about the chemi- 
cals used April 20th--and want an 
independent investigative body of 
doctors, lawyers and chemical 
spectalists, to determine the chem- 
teals used as well as to make a de- 
termination of their projected fu- 
ture effeets on the health and well- 
being of prisoners. 

2. We are demanding an end to 
the so-called disciplinary hearings 
being held by guards and administra- 
tors, on all write-ups stemming from 
the overt provocations by armed 
guards against unarmed prisoners 
April 17th and 20th and the dismis- 
sal of all findings of guilty al- 
ready decided by the so-called 
disciplinary committee. 

The hearings presently beina 
held--and all hearinas previously 


NO-COPS fr. p.14 


American Activities Comittee with 
the ideas of witch-hunting the Black 
and Left movements, as well as Labor, 
like the inquisitions against "sus- 
pected" CPUSA members in the 1950's. 
Couple this with the probable passage 
of S-1 (now called S-1437), the bill 
to "reform" the Federal Criminal 
Code, but instead to provide fascism- 
enabling legislation for a police 
state, and you can see that the 

times indeed are grave. But this 

can only happen if we let it! We 
must not let this happen, we must 
build a movement to resist this of- 
fensive, and defeat the Right-wing. 


OBJECTIVE OF THE MASS MOVEMENT 

1. Free all political prisoners 
of past Government frame-ups and re- 
pression (e.g., COINTELPRO), and 
stop new repression in the future. 

2. Oppose all attempts to enact 
any repressive legislation restrict- 
ing political or labor organizing. 

3. Oppose the attempts to revive 
the House Un-American Activities 
Sub-Committee, and the bringing back 
of the McCarthy era. (The newly- 
elected Reaganites to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee has already 
created a "Subcommittee on Security 
and Terrorism"). 

4. Document past Government and 








held--are being conducted in a bla- 
tantly racist and illegal manner. 
The Sumner administration has been 
consciously working to invoke 
racial strife among prisoners and 
disrupt and weaken the united op- 
position by prisoners to the petty 
and repressive policies of his 
(Sumner) administration. 

The hearings are racist because 
they treat Blacks and Mexicans dif- 
ferent than whites charged with the 
same write-ups (this is a conscious 
tactic of attempting to divide 
Blacks and Mexicans against whites - 
--a tactic we refuse to succumb to) 
and punishing only Blacks and Mex- 
icans with loss of property, can- 
teen and packages rights for six 
to eight months as a result of the 
hearings--while giving whites time 
served and no loss of rights for the 
same write-ups. 

He (prisoners) contend that there 
is no legal basis for the write-ups 
--since prisoners were the ones vic- 
timized by physical and chemical 
force and violence--a fact totally 
substantiated by the number of in- 


secret police activities, and moni- 
tor all present and future activity. 

5. Dismantle the FBI, CIA, and 
all local police "Red Squads", and 
oppose all laws to protect or 
strengthen their powers. 

6. The spies, informers, and 
agents-provocateurs who have in- 
filtrated and disrupted Black organ- 
izations and radical political groups 
must be exposed and expelled 

7.. Oppose police brutality and 
murders of Black, minority and poor 
people, and call for the dismantling 
of all SWAT teams, Tactical and 
"Stakeout" units, and other police/- 
military death squads. 

8. Oppose police spying and 
electronic surveillance for politi- 
cal purposes. 

9. Oppose the political and inves- 
tigative misuses of the grand jury 
system by the FBI and the Department 
of Justice, or local and state Dis- 
trict Attorneys. 

10. Mass education about political 
police methods and objectives, as 
well as support for the victims of 
such police state repression. 
Strengthen civil liberties and con- 
stitutional rights against a police 
state. Build a mass movement to 
Prevent fascist repression. 

For more information about NOCOPS, 
contact Lorenzo Komboa Ervin, 


-#18759-175, Box 1000, Leavenworth, 


KS 66048, 


juries suffered by prisoners on 
the 17th and 20th of April. 

3. We are demanding a return of 
all prisoners' personal property 
taken since April 17th and 20th as 
reprisal and punitive measure. 

In keeping with Warden Sumner's 
racist use and abuse of power only 
Mexicans and Blacks have lost their 
rights to personal property, can- 
teen, packages, and a host of 
other rights and privileges still 
enjoyed by all other prisoners. 

The hand full of Blacks and Mex- 
ican prisoners reissued their per- 
sonal property, in every case, 
nave had many personal items dam- 
aged, destroyed or missing. Warden 
Sumner has instituted a new selec- 
tive policy called Property Control 
--which places prisoners on non or 
limited property status and limits 
their access to the same property 
held by all other prisoners. 

4. We are demanding an end to 
the harassing tactics of mail 
tampering being systematically used 
by the A/C Lt. Roher. 

This cowardly tactic of delaying, 
destroying or preventing mail--es- 
pectally legal mqil--from either 
entering or leaving the A/C has be- 
come a common and favored repressive 
measure used to retaliate and harass 
and provoke prisoners. 

Within the A/C since the events 





of the 17th and 20th of April there 
has been a spiral of repressive 
measures which are designed to pro- 
voke prisoners and agitate and 
maintain the present level of re- 
pression--on a collision course 
with prisoners' resistance. The 
frustrated Sumner administration-- 
being determined to crush the spirit 
of prisoners' resistance--has in- 


` voked a well thought out train of 


harassing policies, encompassing 
the entire force of C.D.C. agencies. 

Today we come to you in the spirit 
of the historic lesson of Attica, 
Pontiac and New Mexico--you the 
community--the loved one--the con- 
cerned taxpayer--church and all 
peoples concerned with the prin- 
ciples of justice, peace and human 
dignity--we come to you for your 
support, in helping to accomplish 
the four just demands set forth in 
this statement. We have many les- 
sons of the power of the peoples-- 
when mobilized for action--we must 
realize our social responsibility 
and take courage in hand--be con- 
cerned, come forth and lend strength 
to the just struggle for justice, 
peace and human dignity. 

We call upon peoples to become in- 
volved--don't wait on another Atti- 
ca, Pontiac or New Mexico--join 
with the Prisoner Crisis Comittee 
now. : 


In Solidarity and Struggle! 
The Inside A/C Prisoners Crisis 
Committee 


May 1st fr. p.9 


tial it is to maintain our lanauage 
and culture in the struggle for re- 
unification of Mexico. 

"Madres, hablenles espanol a sus 
hijos (mothers, speak Spanish to 
your children) ," he insisted. 


UPDATE: 

The Mexican government (both on a 
national and local level has in- 
creased its repression against the 
CDP. Immediately after May 1, gov- - 
ernmental officials and newspaper 
articles called for open repression 
against the CDP. 

On May 30, gunmen hired by Ciudad 
Juarez mayor Reyes Estrada opened 
fire on a mass meeting of the CDP in 
the Colonia Andres Figueroa Cordero. 
The colonia's chief organizer, Jose 
Fernandez ‘leja, was murdered by these 
hired gunmen and several other CDP 
members were wounded. In response, 
the CDP forcefully evicted from the 
colonia 25 families who were being 
paid by the government to undermine 
the colonia. The hired gunmen were 
also captured by the CDP because the 
local police refused to enter the 
colonia, preferring that the hired 
guns physically eliminate the CDP. 
After the CDP had taken the assassins 


to the police station, they were re- coln Ave., Box 233, Chicago, IL 60614» 
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Learn from Our History 


Greetings ARM THE SPIRIT: 

My completion of "The Narrative of 
Frederick Douglass" imbued within me 
another burning desire to struggle 
without exception, uncompromisingly, 
and in the all-out spirit of our 
glorious Fallen, deceased and ever- 
lasting beloved comrades of the 
past. The impression Brother Fred- 
erick had on me is unexplainable at 
the present moment. The neo-slave 
is basically identical to the chat- 
tel slave of the past. Though the 
neo-slave is surrounded by advanced 
and modern technology I see no dif- 
ference in their capacity as slaves 
outside the fact that the chattel 
slave had it a little better than 
the present day factory-industrial 
slave (taken as a whole). The prop- 
erty slave was provided with the es- 
sentials of life by his Slave Master 
upon birth through his mother and/or 
father. Whereas today's modern day 
neo-slave (wage slave) isn't pro- 
vided with none of the few essen- 
tials upon his birth as the property 
slave was. I think Comrades, Sis- 
ters and Brothers that we all as the 
New Slave children of our mothers 
and fathers of this sinful nation 
should begin to incorporate, make 
a part of our daily studies the wis- 
dom and understandings willed to us 
by the property slave of the past. 
An account of slavery as given by 
brother Frederick can aid many new- 
breed revolutionaries, rebirth com- 
rades and old alike, to practically 
distinguish and understand the slave 
of yesterday and the neo-slave of 
today. Books like brother Frederick's 


leased after several hours and Reyes 
Estrada has hired a well known law- 
yer from Chihuahua to represent the 
hired gunmen. 

The CDP has taken to the streets to 
show it will not be intimidated by 
other threats or actual repression. 
Six thousand people were out in the 
streets on June 10 demanding the re- 
moval and criminal prosecution of 
Reyes Estrada. Other organizations, 
including the teachers movement in 
the state of Chihuahua, have respond- 
ed to the calls of the CDP and have 
also led. demonstrations demanding 
the criminal prosecution of Reyes 
Estrada. 

On June 24, 15,000 people organized 
by the CDP occupied the Plaza de las 
Armas in Chihuahua, Chihuahua in 
front of the Governor's Palace. This 
show of force has caused the open re- 
pression to subside but has not led 
to the removal of Reyes Estrada. 
Therefore the CDP will be holding a 
state-wide People's Tribunal on July 
22 to indict Reyes Estrada. 

For more information or to buy 
($1.00) a copy of the MLN's discus- 
sion document on the Chicano Mexi- 
cano National Question, write: 

Comite de California Contra la Re- 
presion, 314 17th St., #890, Oak- 
land, CA 94612, or MLN, 2520 N. Lin- 


must be deeply read by all of us 
(Class conscience Slaves) who wish 
to consciously know the ins and 
outs of our current situation, and 
its principal features even when 
our present-day Master tries his 
very best to disguise it under the 
order or title of reform or what- 
ever. 

Comrades, let us start sharing our 
studies through ARM THE SPIRIT as we 
do our experiences, feelings or sug- 
gestions on Organization and Mobili- 
zation of our people, the workers, 
the lumpenproletariat and folks of 
common interest or objective. In 
closing please allow me to share my 
revolutionary appreciation and 
thankfulness with the readers of the 
"Spirit" in behalf of the reports 
written by Comrade Dahariki (Hugo) 
and Comrade-Sister Assata. Both 
reports were on time and badly need- 
ed. 


Long Live The Spirit of Bro. Mal- 
colm. Long Live The Spirit of The 
Guerrilla. 

Albert "Chui" Clark #79909 

Angola, Louisiana 70712 


Support B.L.A. Comrades 


Greetings: 


I would hope to reach the atten- 
tion of the aware and concerned com- 
rades. Out here, there's a lot of 
very positive comrades confined in 
Kamps all over the country and it 
seems that by some they've been for- 
gotten, comrades like--R. Dhoruba 
Moore, Sundiata Acoli, Anthony Bot- 
tom, Herman Bell, Albert tHashington 
and so many others. 

Those of us that have spent time 
as a prisoner know what it's like 
inside, therefore I'm saying we must 
not allow ourselves to forget that 
we owe those comrades more, for 
their courage for doing work in sup- 
port of oppressed people, so to keep 
the courts open to them we must send. 
funds to keep their struggle strong. 
Send funds to Mr. Robert Boyle, Esq., 
Law Offices, 351 Broadway, New York, 
N.Y. 10013 

Build to Win! 


Clyde 
B.L.A. 


Need Correspondence 
Program 


Brothers & Sisters: 

I am writing to you asking that 
my name be added to your mailing 
list. ARM THE SPIRIT should be man- 
datory reading for BLACK (NEW AFRI- 
KAN) PEOPLES. 

Additionally, I would like to know 
do you have a CORRESPONDENCE PROGRAM 
by which we may exchange ideas, dis- 
cuss issues (contemporary, histori- 
cal, futuristic, political, econom- 
ical, nationalistic, etc.)? If so, 
I would like to submit my name and 
number to that program also. 

Take a look at England, South Af- 
rica, the Carribean, Central and 
South America. Buffalo, New York, 
Florida. Atlanta, Georgia! Every- 
where the Blackman is at there is 
dissatisfaction. LAND and the ben- 
efits of the natural resources 
thereof is the chant. Beautiful 
that your publication so adequately 
addresses that issue. 

WE MUST HAVE A LAND AND A GOVERN- 
MENT OF OUR OWN!! 


Yours in Struggle, 
Bro. Qayyum 


Editor's Note: We do not have a 
correspondence program. Bestdes be- 
ing POWs ourselves, we have neither 
the funds or personnel to carry out 
such a project. We think a corres- 
pondence program is a good idea, but 
ought to be established at the local 
levels and expanded outward. 


Getting Out 


Greetings my brothers and sisters of 
ATS! 

I should be obtaining my freedom 
in at least 60-90 days and upon my 
release I shall subscribe to ATS for 
a-sustainer's subscription and send 
in a donation to keep our paper of 
true toaetherness on the presses. 

I will also share with my brothers 
and sisters on the outside your 
(our) paper and hopefully aet a few 
subscriptions from them. 1'11 have 
an ATS subscription drive and surely 
will bring in some helpful monies. 

My love goes out to all my com- 
rades in the struggle and P.0.W.s 
all over the world who are being 
held in the prisons for frameup work 
from our so-called government and 
FBI. 

Keep in the Struggle. 

Your brother with love, 
Long Beach, California 


Financial Support 


Greetings and Peace Comrades, 

I am very fortunate to receive 
ARM THE SPIRIT. 

Needless to say, I had to go 
through some changes with this ad- 
ministration before I was allowed 
the privilege of receiving this pro- 
gressive paper: Right on. 

I am housed at "Hunt (Un-)Correc- 
tional Center." One of Louisiana's 
so-called Satellite slave Kamps! 

I was sorry to read that ARM THE 
SPIRIT is in financial trouble; 
however, I know that's not going to 
pay the bills. So, I am sending 
$6.00; with the hope that it will 
make things a 1i1' more easier. 

Needless to say, it will take time 
for this administration to process 
the money. Nonetheless, you will 
get the check. I wish I could send 
more! 

Well Comrades! I leave you like 
I greeted you, in peace. 

In perpetual struggle! 

St. Gabriel, Louisiana | 


ATS: Keep Up the Good Work 


I'm presently incarcerated in the 
California Institution For Women. 
I'm a prisoner without the necessary 
funds to subscribe for the ARM THE 
SPIRIT newspaper. However, I am 
interested in sharing with you as 
well as the public, some of the 
things that goes on behind these 
prison walls. No, I'm not much of 
a writer, however, I will put my 
best foot forward. > 

I just finished reading the De- 
cember issue of this newspaper. I 
had no idea of the different things 
that are taking place in other 
prisons throughout this country. I 
found this paper to be very unique 
and very much interesting. 

In closing, I would like to say, 
keep up the good work, keep strugg- 
ling for the people, cause we indeed 
need your support, much more than 
you will ever know. 


In The Struggle 
Rukia Akili Massia 
Frontera, CA 


D.C. Sister Writes 


I have been for some time in com- 
munication with Leonard Peltier and 
I am receiving information from the 
Leonard Peltier Support Group c/o 
John Soto and Akwesasne Notes c/o 
Sakakohe. I would also like to in- 
quire into your organization con- 
cerning information and lend what- 
ever support I can. 

I am a African sister born in sla- 
very in America and faced with simi- 
lar problems as my Native American 
brothers/sisters. 

Peace, 
Washington, D.C. 


Brushy Mountain 
Group Resists 
Greetings Comrades. 

First I'll say your papers have 
been. reaching their destination. 
They have served us tremendously in 
our effort to raise the level of 
consciousness at Brushy Mt. Kamp. 
Your staff is due special attention 
and commemoration for their splendid 
work on national and international 
affairs. This reporting which repu- 
diates the "Far Right" distortion i: 
and indoctrination of the people. 

Now let me share our situation and 
position here at this Kamp. We the 
Alkebu-lan's are subjects cf serious 
repression from those in authority, 
from the administration to the rac- 
ist KKK guards. The Alkebu-Jan 
Association is a culturai, politi- 
cal and educationa? association. We 
get the name Alkebu-lan from the 
studies of Dr. Ben Yosef Johannan. 
From his studies and research this 
is the original name of Afrika pri- 
or to its invasion by the europeans. 
So we have adopted Alkebu-lan as the 
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name of our association. And be- 
cause we have done this the adminis- 
tration has put into motion a full 
scale attack aimed at the members of 
Alkebu-lan. We are subject to unu- 
sual harassment, lock-up and. even 
racist attack. Al! this comes about 
because we believe in developing our 
culture, expressing our political 
thoughts and for trying to find a 
solution to our economical and so- 
cial exploitation. These racist 
KKKs lock a man down. for months at a 
time and some cases for years with- 
out ample sunshine and physical ex- 
ercise. 

But this is not my reason for this 
scribe. We want to let the people 
know that, there are conscious minded 
men here at this Kamp that will not 
be made cowards and spineless ‘reac- 
tionaries. We believe that there 





must be a Revolutionary change in 





the minds of the men in these Kamps 
nation-wide in order not to send the 
criminal mentality back to scciety. 
Therefore, set out across this im- 
perialist state in Koncentration 
Kamps the men of the Alkebu-lan As- 
sociation are doing a job that has 
been long needed in this state, 
changing those criminal minds into 
Revolutionary minds. 

Brother In Struggle 

Kijana Amani/L. Douglas 8577 

Brushy Mt. Prison 

Petros, Tennessee 37845 


Kamp Pillow Organizers 
Locked Down 


Comrade brothers and sisters: 
In an attempt to bring a cultural/ 
educational/political organization, 


Support the Revolutionary Prisoners Movement 
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If your address has changed, please let us know. 


cailed The Alkebulan Associa gt; 

Kamp Fort Pillow for prisoners Of *9 
Afrikan descent, Some of the organ- 
izers were locked down in the Maxi- 
mum Security Unit.B-1, on fabricated 
Charges. He would like to bring 
these events to the eyes of the pub- 
lic, so as to gain support, because 
we don't want to be ignorant of our 
history-culture and politics that 
will work for "We Afrikans." i 

Realizing that the Afrikan popula- 
tion represents over 80% of the 
prison population at Kamp Pillow, 
some of the members of the Brushy 
Mountain Chapter of the Association, 
who were transferred to Kamp. Pillow 
saw the need for an organization 
that deals specifically with the 
needs and aspirations of the Afri- 
kan prisoner at Kamp Pillow. A let- 
ter to Warden Jimmy Harrison was 
written for the purpose of getting 
his approval to institute the Alke- 
bulan Association at Kamp Pillow. 
When the warden refused to acknowl- 
edge the first letter; a second let- 
ter was submitted to him. His re- 
sponse to our letter was the lock- 
down of some of the organizers. 

It is our hope that you, our com- 
rade brothers and sisters at "Arm 
The Spirit" and around the country, 
will support us and our attempt to 
rid Kamp Pillow of the purposeless, 
directionless, and identityless Af- 
rikan prisoner and the racism dealt 
to our brothers in B-1 by publish- 
ing our letter and contacting Gover- 
nor Lamar Alexander, State Capital 
Bldg., Nashville, Tenn.; Commission- 
er Harold Bradley, Tenn. Dept. of 
Corrections, 4th Floor, Nashville, 
Tenn. 37219 and Warden Jimmy Harri- 
son, Fort Pillow State Farm, Fort 
Pillow, Tenn. 38032. We would like 
to know from them, "why is it that 
Afrikan prisoners should not be told 
of their history/culture and poli- 
tics.“““thy"does this“ pose such `a 
threat? We will continue in our 
Struggle to formulate the Alkebulan 
Association at Kamp Pillow, and we 
will welcome any support, publicly 
or personally in our efforts in the 
struggle. There is another matter 
which needs to be publicized. le 
are being threatened by the adminis- 
tration for wearing the Black Rib- 
bons which symbolize our murdered 
watoto's (children) in Atlanta. 

Why? 


Your Comrade Brothers at Kamp/Fort 
Pillow 





‘Address Changes 
Writing to ATS 


Please let us know if you are 
moved. Send us your old num- 
ber and address and your new 
one, to P.O. Box 5548, Berkeley, 
CA 94705. 











When you submit an article, let 
us know if you want us to sian 
your name. Otherwise we will 
leave it out. 
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who killed mcduffie? 


€@ definitive question) 


his brain was bashed 

cranium crashed 

skull fractured/broken 

all the way around 

but they said those who beat him 
didnt kill him 

so who killed mceduffie? 

maybe it was the same ones 

who didnt kill 

clifford glover/randy heath/jay parker 
claude reese/randy evans/luis baez 
auturo reyes/bonita carter/eula love 
elizabeth magnum/arthur miller & 
countless others 

when they musta tripped or 

their fingers slipped 

maybe it was the same ones 

who didnt kill 

jose torres/zayd shakur/fred & carl 
hampton/jonathan & george/joe dell 
twyman myers/spurgeon winters & 

a few thousand others 

perhaps it was those who didnt kill 
lumumba/che’/amilcar/biko/fanon 
mondlane/marighella/cordero & 

quite a few thousand more 

do you suppose it may have been those 
who didnt kill 

the indians & mexicans 

who didnt steal the land & 

claim that they discovered it 

who didnt steal afrikan peoples 
halfway across the planet 

who didnt loot our customs/cultures/ 
religions/languages/labor/& land 

who didnt bomb the japanese/ 
vietnamese/& boriqua too 

do you think it might have been those 
who didnt kill at attica/watts/de/ 
detroit/newark/el barrios 

at jackson state, at southern u 

at the algiers motel 

who didnt shoot mark essex for 

16 hours after he was dead 

ask them & they'll tell you 

what they didnt do 

but they cant tell you 

who killed meduffie 

maybe it was one of those 

seizures unexplainable where he 

beat himself to death 

it wouldnt be unusual 

our history is full of cases where we 
attack nightsticks & flashlights with our heads 
choke billyclubs with our throats till we die 
jump in front of bullets with our backs 
throw ourselves into rivers with 

our hands and feet bound 

and hang ourselves on trees/in prison cells 
by magic 

so it shouldnt be a mystery that 
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AN, 


nobody killed mcduffie 

he just died the way so many of us do 
of a disease nobody makes a claim to 
the police say they didnt do it 

the mayor says he didnt do it 

the judges say they didnt do it 

the gov’t says it didnt do it 

that dont leave nobody but you 

& if you Say you didnt do it 

we're back to where we started 
looking for nobody 

who killed meduffie 

you remember nobody dont you 

like with de facto segregation 

where they said the schools were segregated 
nixon says he didnt do it 

the fbi/cia/military establishment 
says they didnt do it 

xerox/exxon/itt say they didnt do it 
the klan & nazis say they didnt do it 
(say they were busy in greensboro & wrightsville) 
i know i didnt do it 
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but nobody did it on purpose 

like when they said there's been 

job discrimination for years 

but nobody did it intentionally 

thats the nobody we're looking for 

the one with the motive to kill meduffie 
& you see, we must find this nobody 
who slew meduffie 

because the next person nobody will beat, 
stomp, hang or shoot to death 

wont be meduffie 

it'll be you or someone close to you 


so for your own safety, 

you should know the pedigree of 

who killed meduffie 

you should know the reason of 

who killed meduffie 

you should remember all those forgotten 

who died of the disease nobody makes a claim to 
so we wont be here asking 

who killed you. P 


Hakim Al-Jamil, Leavenworth 
reprinted from NAPO Journal, book 7 
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